Passed by SHAEF field press censor.
May be retained or mmiled home.

SOUVENIR SUPPLEMENT




- - e

.

-

TARGELMGTORY NON-RESTRICTED SOUVENIR SUPPLEMENT

=
H -l.n*
%a_- g ;
s Wl i
L1 BERATORS ~ MUSTANGS - THUNDERBOLTS

2AD MISSIOI

FEATURES 84 OF 68 KEY OPERATIONS ON THE GROUND

Plans the
Mission

In March, 8th Air Force hit Germany with the larg
forces and greatest tonnepge in its history. 2nd Air [
starred in this record by topping the Alr Force in pre
bambing accuracy. 2AD fighter planes reasserted their
leadsrship of the ETO -- one group this week became th

unit to destroy more than 1,000 enemy aircraft.

comprebension are the thousands of sorties flown and ¢
of bambs aimed -~ wast in its executiom is a single 2A

Tribute is offered this week to thos o acc

of the 68 key cperations in every missi fre
overlooked by press and public -- the Gr Pers

Air Division. Pictured here are a fraction of the egu
essential steps performed each time by 2AD persmnel c¢
ground before the radio may announos *"Liberators, Must
Thunderbolts of 8th Air Force attacked German targets

Though they may be forgotten in the news flashes,
Ground Men, by their devotion to perfection, are earni

daily gratitude and praise of every combat flyer.

wings and men with other duties cooperate throughoat e
so that no one step, no one man, is independent -- the
reward to each of them is the final effort of this ent

Division.
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who shot down 5 FW-1908 in a day, gives
main credit to "the best ground crew in
the world®, 8/Sgt. Foderic Lonler, crew
chief, Sgt. Robert Basley, his ammorer.
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Salvaged matsrial and the ingemuity of
8/8gt. He H. Dixon, Sgt. L.J. Aconfrio,
devised.a Hydraulic Brake and Flap Test-
er, saving hundreds of man hours at the
479th Fighter Group.

"Turnabout's fair play" at 56th Pighter
Group. Officers on "EP® are Capt. Geo.
E. Bostwick, lst/Lt T. W. Queen, Jr.,
lst/Lt. Pershing B. Trumble. In chow-
line are FFC Bd Mdlorrow, Pvt Dawe Cook.

M/Sgt. Stephen J. Dergo snd "Tovar-
ich",named for his Russian ancestry.
Crew chief with 392nd Bamb Group, he
has sent Libs out on 136 missiams,
never had one mechanicel turnback.

Turret and maintenance modifications
have been originated by efficient
armament officers such as lst/Lt.
William E. Dow, L/j5th Bomb Group,
recently awarded the Bronze Star.

*Sweetheart of the 44th Bomb Group®,
Miss Armalee OGrowden, danghter of
8/Sgt. Argyle Growden, won the title
in poll. She has red hair and brown
eyes, liks many a grown-up pim-up.

"Sheet Metal Surgeons...Metal Magic Ltd"
T/Sgt. Mike Shrader, S/Sgt. Ed A. Nowik,
and Sgt. Joseph J. Klimas, 355th Fighter
Group, respansibls for reclaiming of
badly demaged and mengled aircraft.
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Salvage drive in fighter wing wen by
Quartermaster supply teem of 479th Mas-

tang Group. 2nd/Lt James E. Gardner,
Pfc R.R. OGiaquinta, T/5 C. W. Askren,
T/5 A. G. Clauser, Pvt. C.W. McKinley.

Pvt. Vince Padilla, MP of 4l8th Bomd
Group, won BAF Featherweight Boxing
Championship this week, was presented
cup by Lt.Osn. James B, Doolittle.
He defeated a Qolden Gloves titlist.




