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10 N ONE DAY FOR LT, MURPHY

‘i paw all-tims racord, 1st/Lt. Randel L.
darphy destroysd 10 Geruan planas on 13
’.a.grifl by strafing. I didn't reallza 1
was satting a racord, " suid the 26th Thun-
derbelt Group pilot. "1 wea interaatad

in, mak sare those plunes oeTar would

fly szain.® Alzo has dgwnad 2 PWe in air.
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BOMB FIRES,
" F |AE~-BOMBS
OM ROYAN

SMASHES AIM MARK

TOPPLE ACCURACY RECORD AS ALL
SQDNS.100% IN ONE THOUSAND FT!

First group ia ZAD histary

+g seohisvs the perfect bomb
within 1000 feet of the assigned MP1, for all squadrcns, 1s

scors of 1007% average
,67th Bomb Oroup in its

attack on heavy coastal puin installations nsar Royan on 1, April.
The previous all-Group rocord was held by 4l 5th Bomb Group, who racked up &

thres-gquadron averags of 1007 within 2000 feet,

on 13 Augast 194L.

46T7th's new recerd was tled latar
this week by 466th Group, averaging 100%
within 1000 fest en 18 April at Passau
marshalling yard., However, 467ch re-
tained the crown by outpointing the ri-
yals within the daggerpolnt 500-foot
circle, scoring 55% versus 53% for L&6th.
(Splitting a hair, trus, but the pinnacle
of improvement is fast-growing btald.)

h6Tth's history-making attack thun-
dared 2,000=pounders mto & casematad
coastal battery et Pte. da Grave, near

By 5 S

o i
e

# SENSAT IONAL BOMBING WON VICTOR

977 within 1000 feet at 5t. Malo

Royan, alomg the fortified approachas
to Bordeeux harbor. Io this area &
pocket of ovaer 12,000 Germens hed coo-
timusd to hold ocut till this weeik.
Climax followed next day whez ths
was re-sisged with a new type of
hard-to-reach in-
and Freach

ares
firebonb designed for
stallations. Oround troops

gaval veasels lying offshore opened up
irmediately after for the final on-
slaught to thils gtutbornly held Oerman
fortrass within Franoce.

389th Bemb Group teyoneted thase 2,000-pounders
Two of feur squadrons both
(Lead hit
lLead bombardiers were Lt.
French ground for-
ces enthusad pratefully over the stunning aeffect
of this bembing which preluded thelr wictory.

mnte fortifications.
smeshad 1007 within 1000 feet of MFPI.
A5s withip 500 feet).
J.k.Koster, Lt. R.M.lecnard.
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Will Win Paris Trip
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BEST HIT
THIS WEEK

“Cpma tha port of Eardeeks ko Allisd ship-
PALE,” Wai 8> gojechlid. Tranmeort &8 Soath
Ot atasrel ey rooted eriazd Jivreltar thesagh
the Paditerrecenny wad taklag tee lemg, Ltoo cesy
shipe:  The Hes Beldoild; leached oote the Bor-
SeuE Forh futed bad dtmiwd too lope.

AUL R4l room Sy The gdomedra. The EFia
terw many, bt RAny asd Tokgh., AU Me. de Gours
== impret B, 19 LATEh broke wll srwedmas 2D
FevorEd by ddorlug lefy Ind wed Srd pqusdrenk
snth 1o Lirm 1005 withiz JO0C fses o their ads
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NOMINATION FOR
OUTSTANDING

“MAN-OF-THE-DIVISION"

5/SGT. MARMON G. ROSE

TARGET:
VICTORY'S

Fer Man of the Divialen this wesk
we are nonineting 5/5gt. Narmen G. Ross,
right waist gmner of the 392nd Bomb
Group, who on one harrowing miasiom wan
tha Silver Star, the Purple Heart, the
Alr Medal along with the undying grati-
tude of hia crew.

Rose's plame, the aptly-named *for-
gaous Ghoul® on which the pilot, lat/Lt.
Eennsth A. Smith, wan the DFC for ths
gams mission, was just golng into a 3-
angine bomb rumn over Oberphaffanhalen
when an Ma-109 made an attack "so close}
sald Smith, "I was scared witless and
falt like turming my face eway and say-
ing 'OE. let's havae it.'®

Guns of the "Gorgeous Ghoul® opened
fire, and the Jerry swarved away, pour-
ing his bullsts into ancther Lib which
want down In flames, Eat the mansuvar

458TH BEST

LANDSHUT M/Y:

L58th lead arnd 2nd squadren hit 100% in
2o00', B5K and 97% within 1000 of KFI.

Victory -over Other
"V" Weapon — "V-d"

Maj.0en. W. E. Eepner, commanding
24D, has awarded & commendetion to 458th
Bomb Group for consistently low rate of
verareal disesase smeng its pesrsmunal.

"Yeparaal d1lgaasa,® stabes thoe com=
mendation, "can pubt B maa out of metion
Just as effectivaly aa snemy bullets,
Success in the flght azalnst thls aonaca
is a real contribation te the [inal de-
faat of the enemy"

The leval et 4 58th was lowsr than
that of ths other statlons from Soptem-
bar 1944 thru February 1945, and muzh
lowsr then among SAF a2z a wholse.

gave Sgt. Aeose m pood deflection shot.
He nailed the Mssserachmidt with s sclid
burst. Smoke, flemes and finally the pi-
lot came ocut of the enemy fightar.

Five minutes past ths target, flak
started coming up. Suddenly there was e
sickening jolt as the "Corgeous Ghoul'
caught a direct B0=mm hit which exploded
ingide the waist. COwer the intsrphane
cume an aungry scream from Sgt. Rosa, "The
sons-of-bitches have cut off my lsg.®

It waa trune. Hot only that, tut %the
explosion had killed the other walst pan-
ner and set cne side of the plens an fire.
With misclas and hunks of [lesh dangling
from the stump balow his lmee, HRoas
pleked up the mangled corpee of his fel-
low gunnsr and used it to smother the
flames. When Lt. Fred Duffy, the bombar-
dier, arrived to give aid, he [ound the
fire extingulished and Rese, cblivious to
his own comdition, sobbing bltterly over
the uss he had bean forced to muica of his

mate's dead body.

"Ba carsaful,® ha sald as Duffy
imelt to apply the tourniquet, ®you'ra
stepping e my foot.”

But Duffy had just throwm the foot,
boot and all, out the walst window.

Keanwhils, with the cxygem systaem *
out, Lt. Smith had to go down to the
deck over the heaviest flak area of the
Reich. Fusl whs running low, two of
the reselniog sagines were hit, when a
P-L7. piloted by 1st/Lt. Hareld ©. Mll-

BRIG.GEN. JOHNSON, LT. KEN SMITH

lor who had been [iyinpg escort, went
down below and ehead of them to draw
the epmy fire. "It was the most gal-
lant pestura 1've seapn,"” said Smith.
The bomber pot home with fifteen min-
utss worth of fusl und 946 {lak holes.
Sgts Ross was still consclous when the
madics pave him o blood transtusion.
He's back 1n the States now, but
his crow memberas, still Tlying the
sama ship, renamed "Dulfy's Taverm®,
haven't forgottan their indomitsble
walet gunner. "He saved our lives and
thka bombar whar ke put ul that fira.®

ol
FLAK ISLAND AT LAST BOWS TO THE BOMBERS: R,AF,, AT HEL IGOLAND
2AD crows huTe many bitter memoriss of this "floating inferne® -- a congban’ anbus
to nawigatlon erver, miardian of the sea appreaches te Gerkany. ™ 18 April 1t

turned frum cheskpolnt to prime turget for the Royal Alr Forcs Bombers.
nalssarco photo ahows the thoroizhness of thalr jeb,
zolend 18 crutared, and fires ars burning in wnderground cil storage.

This ra200n-
hlmost Ehn sntirve area of Islil
Heawy pun ro-
yatients ars saverely damezed, most bulldings and sewvsral bosts are dastroyed. AlSH
heavily Lit ars ths alrfield, submarlas shalters and repair facilities, apd flak guns.
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