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INTRODUCTION

When in early 1992 1 began researching this local wartime aircraft incident, I
little realised the extent and depth of the story that would unfold. [ did not
realise that three years later there would be seven large files crammed with
correspondence, photographs, information and Press cuttings on the subject. I
am certain too that we had no idea how much interest and appreciation we were
going to uncover on "the other side of the Atlantic”. We certainly never dreamt
that our actions and enquiries were going to prompt the arrival of nineteen
Americans, embracing three generations, to a Memorial Dedication Service
conducted in our local Church of All Saints during May 1994. Further, little
did we expect that nearly two vears later the interest would remain as high as
ever and that the story would still be unfolding. To be realistic, it seems
probable that it will never be rotally complete! However, a cut-off point has to
be fixed and I feel that we have now reached that point. The latest item to be
included, in fact, arrived this morning and was totally unexpected ! (The
photograph included on page 74 and hence the compromise numbering).

Unravelling the facts has been time consuming and, in some areas,
complicated by the understandable omissions and inaccuracies that occurred at
the time of recording and which resulted from the 'heat of battle’. Every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy but after 50 years. no guarantees can be
given. Memories fade and just occasionally dates have not always totally agreed.
Certainly it has been an exercise that has required some patience and was one
that could not be rushed. However, the personal rewards have been enormous.

The basic story is truly wonderful and uncomplicated. It is one of very brave
young men who went to War and who were prepared to lay down their lives
for their Country, for Freedom and for a cause that they knew was Just. There
are no higher ideals and there is no greater sacrifice that can be made. Thart they
were typical of so many others of their time in no way detracts from what they
did. It simply heightens their stature and standing.

It is thanks to these voung men and all the others like them, that we have
enjoyed fifty years of freedom. That this freedom was hard fought and achieved
with great sacrifice, must never be forgotten. It must be remembered by
present and future generations. The Memorial to these men and which is located
in the quier and peaceful Churchyard of All Saints, Upper Sheringham, has been
erected with just this in mind. The sacrifices and efforts of those young
Americans will never be forgotten.

As a wartime schoolboy living in Norfolk and taking a particular interest in
the aerial activities overhead (and what schoolboy didn't ?!), I well remember
observing the contribution made by the US 8th Air Force and specifically by the
Second Air Division and their hordes of Liberators. But not just the aircraft.
The ever friendly GI's - I still have an autograph book with dozens of names in
it - and recall hours of conversation with home-sick voung Americans. They

seemed to enjoy talking to us youngsters and certainly the feelings were
reciprocated.

We had already been involved in a fearsome and weary struggle for several
years and the sudden appearance of a fresh and eager Ally brought hope and
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promise for the future. So my memories remain strong and positive. Perhaps, in
some way, this is a belated gesture of appreciation.

I have always felt that there is a special affinity between our two peoples. No
doubt attributable to that very special bond, forged by a common cause in two
World Wars, that brought together so many Americans and Britons during
those vears of turmoil. This is especially applicable to East Anglians, those who
live in this part of eastern England, the Second World War home of the US 8th
Air Force.

I have been asked by a number of the relatives of the crew to 'put-together’
the results of my researches. This is a new 'field" for me. However, having
spent many hours in the pursuit of this one small piece of wartime history,
how could I refuse the opportunity? In particular, after having had the pleasure
of meeting the sole survivor and those other wonderful people who represented
crew members and having corresponded with others, it is a privilege to at least
give it a try. I only hope that ! have, in some small way, done justice to the
task.

In addition to the wartime aspects, I felt that it would be appropriate to
include the story of the Memorial project and to record the associated events
that have taken place half a century after that fateful crash in 1944.

I have assembled these pages in order to make available to you all the
information that 1 have been able to ascertain about your loved ones during
their fight for our mutual freedom. I know that in some cases, because of
wartime restrictions, the amount of information available to you at the time was
very limited. 1 know too that to be reminded of these sad circumstances can be
very painful but, at the same time, I also know that it can bring comfort and
re-assurance. Above all, always remember that they fell amongst friends and
that they will never be forgotten.

It is my intention and wish that this story is written solely for the benefit of
Henry Wilk and all the relatives of the crew plus a small number of other
special friends and interested parties. It is, therefore, a very limited edition and
for private circulation.

I must express my thanks to my wife Celia for her patience whilst 1 have
spent many hours in front of this word processor, producing these pages over
the last twelve months. Additionally her practical assistance and encouragement
have been key factors and I am grateful.

For my part. to have written-up this story and to have been involved with
the Memorial project, along with Celia and May, has been an honour and has
given great pleasure and satisfaction. It is but a very small gesture in honour
of that gallant crew.

Doug Willies.
Sheringham, Norfolk, England.
17 January 1996.
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CHAPTER 1
The Colby Waugh Crew

This is the story of a Liberator crew. One crew amongst thousands that
were formed during WWII. However, to all of us reading this account, they
were a SPECIAL crew. To you in the US, they are special because they were and
are your kin, to some vour nearest and dearest. If not that, then they were
colleagues, fellow crewmen or at least, fellow countrymen carrying out their
duty to the full. To us over here in England there is also a special affinity. Some
of us reading this will recall the day when these young men landed,
unceremoniously, close to where we live. Some will have actually witnessed the
incident and a very small number will have rendered practical assistance to those
who were in a position to be aided. Many, at least, have vivid memories of the
American involvement during those hectic war years. Some will have met
relatives of the crew and the sole living survivor in more recent times. But all
will be aware of the Memorial erected locally to remind us of their sacrifice.
They were true Allies, comrades-in-arms who shared the burdens of war in the
cause of Freedom, flying and fighting a common foe from these eastern shores
of England. So, to us also, yes they are special and I hope that nobody will be
offended if I refer to them collectively from time to time as "our crew'.

00000

We will start our story by having a brief look at the time when they came
together in the US and formed into a crew. Individually they had learned their
respective skills as aircrew members and it appears almost certain that they
arrived collectively at Scottsbluff in Nebraska during June/July 1943. It was
here, or at their next 'port of call', that they formed into a crew and then went
on to Mountain Home, Idaho on 23 August. We have a crew photograph of
them at the Railroad Station here and which must have been taken on either
their arrival or at the time of their departure just four days later on 27 August.
See Photo 1. They were then assigned to Casper, Wyoming from 30 August to
26 September for an intensive spell of pre-combat training. A further journey
by train took them to Herington in Kansas in order to collect their aircraft and
make the final preparations for their flight overseas, as recounied in the next
chapter.

We do know that they trained hard and with great enthusiasm and that they
became an efficient and effective B-24 crew. So much so that they were
classified as a 'model crew' and very nearly became destined to continue their
service in the US as Instructors. They had other ideas and wanted action .....

During this intensive training they built up that truly unique ‘team spirit’
and understanding of each others capabilities that is only found and understood
by those who have served in one of the fighting Services. Then, as now, it was
this wonderful sense of comradeship and reliance, one upon the other, that
sustained all fighting men and which would serve them well in their times of
greatest need. Amongst those who did not survive, it must have provided solace
to the end and for those that did survive their ordeals, 1 suspect that this
unique attribute remains forever with them, unforgotien and cherished.



It was on 19 June 1943 that Parke Kent, the Radio Operator, married
Barbara whilst he was serving at Scotisbluff. Parke had undergone his Radio
training at Sioux Falls Air Base in South Dakota between 25 July and 12
December 1942. Parke was transferred to Scottsbluff during the following
summer and Barbara and he were together until the end of September when they
all left as a crew for Herington. It was at this point that the wives who had been
together with their husbands for a brief period, had to make a sad and lonely
return home.

The Crew

2/Lt Colby A Waugh. Pilot. From Solon, Maine.
2/Lt James W Barton. Co-pilot. From Missouri.
2/Lt Arthur L Cound. Navigator. Home town El Paso, Texas.
2/Lt Virgil E Thomson. Bombardier. From Birmingham, Alabama.
T/Sgt Parke V Kent. Radio Operator. From Vermont.

T/Sgt Lester L Wagner. Engineer. Home State Pennsylvania.
S/Sgt Don C Belden. Upper Gunner. Home State Nebraska.
S/Sgt Earl J Johnson. Gunner. From Ohio.

S/Sgt Edward R Murphy. Ball turret Gunner. From Pennsylvania.
S/Sgt Henry Wilk. Armourer/tail turret Gunner. Home State Ohio.

00000

Photograph 1. The Crew. Mountain Home, Idaho. August 1943.
Back row, left to right: S/Sgt Don Belden, Lt Virgil Thomson, Lt Jim Barton,
Lt Colby Waugh and Lt Arthur Cound.
Front, left to right: T/Sgt Parke Kent, T/Sgt Lester Wagner,
S/Sgt Edward Murphy, S/Sgt Ear! Johnson and S/Sgt Henry Wilk.
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CHAPTER 2

The Flight - US To The UK

B-24H Liberator, serial number 41-29177 was handed over to the USAAF
on 8 September 1943. The aircraft subsequently arrived at Herington in Kansas
on 29 September where Lt Colby Waugh and his crew met up with it for the
first time, two days after their own arrival at the Base. They learned that it was
the aircraft in which they were to fly overseas - and to War. Based on the
recorded experiences of other crews, they were probably not aware at this point
that they were bound for the European Theatre of Operations (ETO). However,
back with the Waugh crew. Reflecting the mood of the times and the calibre of
the voung men involved, we do know for certain that they were keen and
enthusiastic to get involved as soon as possible in order 'to do their bit’ in the
cause of Freedom. Earlier fears that they might have been held back in the US
as Instructors because of their high ratings as a crew during recent training
sessions had been alleviated - if only by somewhat devious means!

It was probably here at Herington, or at their next and final destination in
the US, that the crew persuaded someone at the Base to add some personalised
decoration on their aircraft - nose art, as it is known today. This was common
practice and must have been a morale booster for the individuals concerned.
Pilot Lt Colby Waugh's wife Doris had given birth to a baby daughter a few
weeks earlier, whom they named Ginger. What better name for their B-24?! So
"Ginger" was painted on the nose and that must have been a wonderful thrill for
this young 'family man', Colby Waugh. We know too that below the tail turret
in Henry Wilk's territory, the name "Donna” was inscribed. That name too was
very pertinent as fifty plus vears later, Henry Wilk and his charming wife
Donna have brought up a fine family and are now enjoying retirement together
in Florida. It is believed that "Ginger” and "Donna” were painted on the aircraft
by the same person - but it was not done by Henry. However, as a very
personal touch, Henry did inscribe the name "Tiny” on the left-hand 50 calibre
(0.5 ins) gun in the rear turret, the nickname given to Donna. On the right-
hand weapon, he painted the name "Hank" - the name by which he was known
to the crew. See Photos 2 and 3 overleaf. It could be that additional names or
decorations were added elsewhere on the aircraft at this time but none can now
be recalled or identified.

Note: The photograph taken of the nose of the aircraft during the summer of
1944 does show some additional artwork but it is suspected that this was added
later In the aircraft's life - see Part 8, Chapter 16.

At Herington they were kitted out for overseas - new parachutes, Very
pistols, First Aid Kits, binoculars and other pertinent items, including 0.45
automatic revolvers. Personal items were made available for the crew. These
included toothpaste, hair oil, shaving cream, etc.

From Herington, in the early hours of 4 October 1943, Colby

Waugh and crew flew their B-24 southwards towards Morrison Field, West
Palm Beach, Florida.

Mrs Mary Barton, the young wife of the Co-pilot, had been able to join her
husband Jimmy for the few weeks before their departure from Herington. To
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Photograph 2. B-24H, 41-29177. "Ginger", painted on the
port (Pilots) side of the nose.

Photograph 3. B-24H "Ginger", 41-29177. Tail turret. Note: "Donna”,
"Tiny" and "H" of "Hank" just visible.
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this day she recalls "that verv, very early morning flight, of the horrible
quietness when he was gone and the lonely trip home ....".

Of Morrison Field, other crews have commented - 'not much to say about
it except that it had a fence around it and we couldn't get out....". This was
their last stop-over before leaving the shores of the US.

"Ginger" and crew left Morrison field on 5 October 1943 and assuming that
the same procedures were adopted that applied to other crews, they opened
sealed orders whilst airborne and only then discovered their final destination. In
any case, we know that they were flying alone and that their next stop-over was
to be at Borinquen Field in Puerto Rico. They found green grass. trees and
rolling countryside on arrival. We know too that they were allocated 21 days in
which to reach their destination in the UK. They were to arrive in just 13!

From Puerto Rico, "Ginger” and its crew flew the 1,000 miles hop to
Atkinson Field in British Guiana, South America. (As from 1966, known as
Guyana). Parke Kent later reported that by this time 'the crew were settling
down and working well together'.

Then another 800 miles flight to Val de Gaens Field (Valley of the Dogs),

Belem in Brazil, beyond the mouth of the mighty Amazon River, which alone
took almost an hour to cross ! This airfield was built upon sand alongside the
Para River, close to the ancient city of Para-Belem. Maybe Henry remembers
the notice on the door of the Flight Office and which brought many a wry smile
to the face of aircrew passing through. It read: "Aviso. E’terminantemente
Prohibido Estacionar N'Este Lugar”. Translated: "It is strictly prohibited to park
here”. Crew members shared guard duties, sitting under the wings of their
aircraft in order to avoid the heat of the sun.
Note: In July of this vear (1995), military investigators recovered wreckage and
human remains from a B-24 that had crashed in the Amazon jungle fifty one
vears earlier. The Liberator went down in remote jungle on 11 April 1944 after
encountering a storm whilst flying from Trinidad to Belem. There were no
SUrvivors.

"Ginger" continued her journey. Still within Brazil, almost 1,000 miles to
Natal on the very eastern tip of the Continent of South America and the point
nearest the west coast of Africa, nearly 3,000 miles distant. Here they landed
at Parnemirim Field, an airfield set amongst the sandy scrub close to Natal. It
was here that the picture of Henry's tail turret was taken - Photograph 3. Only
a few hundred miles south of the Equator, the hot tropical sun was notorious
for its intensity at this busy airfield with its constant arrivals and departures of
B-24's, B-17's, C-46's and 47's. There were swimming facilities for the crew to
enjoy whilst their aircraft was checked and readied before they left on the next
stage of their flight - the arduous sea crossing of the South Atlantic. No doubt
they took advantage of the locally grown fruits, particularly the bananas and
oranges which abounded. We do know that they succumbed to the sales pleas
from the hordes of local vendors offering just about 'everything under the sun’,
including leather boots and similar items ! Henry bought a monkey !!

Refuelled, they set course eastwards across the South Atlantic for
Ascension Island, 1.400 miles distant. This tiny British governed outpost in
mid-Atlantic, no more than nine miles in length and six in width, was a
convenient stop-over en route to the West African mainland. Navigator, Arthur
Cound. meticulous and professional, was proving his expertise. A radio beacon
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had been installed to assist with the navigational needs of those crossing the
Atlantic at this point but there was no room for error.

A few years earlier. this sparsely populated island was known for its
booster station for the submarine cable between Europe and South America and
as a radio relay station and little else. Both enterprises were operated by 'Cable
and Wireless'. The overwhelming need to transport aircraft and war materials
from the US to the UK saw the establishment of the Northern route of what
became known as the “Atlantic Bridge". The Southern route was created
initially in order to provide a link from the US to the Middle East war zone via
South America and West Africa. This route was later extended northwards from
Africa to the UK, thereby providing an additional and alternative link to Britain.
With the provisioning of the Southern route, the importance of Ascension
suddenly escalated. It was decided that a landing strip had to be produced and
produced quickly, that would be capable of accepting the largest aircraft of the
day. It was agreed that the Americans take on this formidable engineering task.
An American reconnaissance party arrived on the near deserted island in late
1941. In March 1942 the main Task Force arrived and by June of that year they
had, literally, blasted out a single runway from the solid, jagged rock. A very
considerable feat of engineering, even by today's standards. By chance, the very
first aircraft to land on this newly constructed runway in mid-Atlantic and
hundreds of miles from the nearest land mass, was not a big heavy bomber or
transport but a single engined Fairy Swordfish biplane of the Royal Navy's Fleet
Air Arm ! Despatched from a RN aircraft carrier operating in the vicinity with
instructions to drop a message to the Islanders, Lt E Dixon Child discovered the
magnificent new runway, hastily exchanged messages with those on the ground
and had the privilege of being the very first to land an aircraft on the Ascension
Island ! Now known as Wideawake Airfield - and may well have been known by
that name in the 1940's - it was so called because of the thousands of birds of
that name which live and breed upon that rocky island. The birds, also known as
the Sooty Tern are somewhat larger than gulls, fly throughout the night and
return to their rocky home in the early hours of the morning. When disturbed
they fly up in such dense hordes that they present an extreme hazard to aircraft
in flight. For safty's sake, aircraft had to be scheduled to arrive and take-off at
times that minimised the risk of bird strikes.

Before our crew left Ascension, Henry's South American monkey was given
away ! Because of its obnoxious smell, it was decided that it was not such a
good pet after all !!

Onwards across the South Atlantic for almost another 1,400 miles, Colby
Waugh and his Co-pilot Jimmie Barton, flew them into Roberts Field, Liberia on
13 October. Safely down in Africa, just north of the Equator and nestled
between Sierra Leone and the Ivory Coast, the tropical heat must have been
intense. However, this was the point at which Henry Wilk and the other gunners
removed the grease from their guns. Liberally coated to protect them from the
elements, particularly the corrosive air of the South Atlantic, they were
progressively approaching the War Zone and the initial preparations were put in
hand. However, they did have time too for brief relaxation. Parke Kent reported
later that he and Virgil Thomson watched a movie.

Then north west along the coast of Africa to Eckens Field, Dakar on the
most westerly tip of the continent and capital of French Senegal. They landed on
a runway composed of steel matting and were probably initially alarmed by the
roughness of the surface and their landing ! As they taxied "Ginger” to its
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dispersal point, the clouds of dust blown up by the props from the drv sandy
surface were in complete contrast to the conditions experienced in the tropical
areas that they had just left behind. French Bengalise soldiers guarded their
aircraft at the dispersals. The crew quickly became aware that mosquitoes and
the risk of maleria were high on the list of hazards. At night they slept under a
mosquito net and if they ventured outside, complete coverage of exposed areas
of the body was essential.

Now onwards and north east to Marrakesh in French Morocco. Accounts by
crews taking the same route a few months later speak of having to skirt around
unfriendly Spanish Morocco by crossing the Sahara Desert (almost equally
unfriendly ?) and taking the 'back door' route into Marrakesh. It seems highly
probable that this too was the routing taken by "Ginger"” and her crew. In any
case, it must have been an arduous and tedious flight of over 1,500 miles,
crossing the seemingly endiess sands of the Desert, then over the 13,600 ft
Grand Atlas Mountains before letting down into Marrakesh. Similarly, we are
not certain if the crew had the time, or the inclination, to visit the famous
Casbah within the Walled City. Maybe wartime restrictions prohibited such
visits? Many crews seem to remember the Italian POW's who worked in the
Messes and generally performed many of the routine tasks around the airfield.

Then the final leg of the long and hazardous journey and one which posed a
new and very real danger to "Ginger" and all those who flew in her. For the
first time they would be entering hostile air space. From Marrakesh to England
was a distance of some 1,300 miles and flying northwards they would skirt the
infamous Bay of Biscay before their final run-in to a UK airfield. They needed
no reminding that they were entering the active war zone and they were slightly
taken aback when they were allocated just 50 rounds of ammunition for each of
their 50 calibre (0.5 ins) machine guns - a surprisingly small amount. However,
and much more significantly, they were recalled to Marrakesh on two separate
occasions after setting out for the UK because enemy air activity had been
reported along their intended route. When finally on their way, the whole crew
must have been at their most alert. Pilots Colby Waugh and Jimmie Barton knew
that they had almost 'made it' to the UK without mishap after what must have
been their most gruelling flight thus far. Navigator Arthur Cound surely must
have felt real and justified satisfaction in providing courses and headings that
got them where they needed to be. The role of the Radio Operator, Parke Kent,
was also essential in providing communications and radio navigational facilities
for the Navigator, Pilot and Co-pilot. The Engineer, Lester Wagner,
undoubtedly had some harrowing thoughis and concerns about the fuel states
and engine performances during those long hops between landing grounds.
Bombardier Virgil Thomson and the Gunners Henry Wilk, Don Belden, Earl
Johnson and Edward Murphy no doubt had a myriad of tasks to perform but
vou can bet your bottom dollar that during those last few hundred miles before
reaching Britain that they were the most alert and keenest-eyed crew in the 8th
Air Force ! The JU88's still roamed the Bay of Biscay and many an Allied
aircraft came to grief in that area. If they were unfortunate enough to come
down in those seas, the chances of survival were very slim indeed. Additionally,
it was not unheard of for a crew to find themselves over Occupied Europe and
lost to AA fire or to enemy fighters. A small error of navigation or succumbing
to the German radio signals designed to lure unsuspecting aircraft off course,
accounted for many a crew that 'didn't make it" and who joined the Missing In
Action (MIA) roster. As if this was not enough, as a final hazard on their final
leg to England, they encountered a violent storm, probably over the Bay of
Biscay. Maybe it was a blessing in disguise and helped to keep the area clear
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of enemy aircraft ? In any case, Navigator Arthur Cound gave them a new
course to steer in order to bring them into an alternative airfield and clear of
the worst of the adverse weather.

Then suddenly, out of the murk and the drabness, there it was ! The
Atlantic rollers breaking on the shores of England. The green fields and
reassuringly, the very wonderful sight of a long and most welcome runway
stretching inland from the very edge of the Cornish cliff tops. Royal Air Force
Station St Mawgan, on the south western tip of England. After all those
monotonous miles over the ocean, they were there, in the ETO. Tired but
jubilant and 'rearing to go'. They had 'made it".

It was 18 October 1943, just 13 days after leaving the US. "Ginger" had
brought them all safe and sound a distance of over 9,000 hazardous miles ! One

more short journey and then the crew were to separate from "Ginger” and crew
and aircraft were to go their different ways to War.

00000
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CHAPTER 3
The UK Bases

The following information is based on a list of Units attended by S/Sgt
Henry Wilk during the months of October and November 1943. As a
Replacement Crew from the US, they had to progress through the arrival and
assignment procedures. Additionally. they were required to attend courses to
familiarise them with the latest ETO combat procedures. We are not certain in
all cases, which members attended which establishments. Certainly most, if not
all of the Enlisted Men spent a period of time at the Gunnery School at
Snettisham. Probably Parke Kent, the Radio Operator for example, was detailed
for a course covering his particular sphere of activity and that this similarly
applied to other crew members, including the Officers. If these courses were
conducted at Cheddington or elsewhere, is not known. It would seem pretty
certain, however, that they were together again as a crew at Attlebridge for
their final pre-combat training course.

Note: Map 1 on Page 23 shows the locations of the UK pre-combat Bases.

1. RAF St Mawgan.

Located 3 miles north east of Newquay, Cornwall.
Longest runway (1944): 3,000 yards, 100 yards wide.

After landing safely at RAF St Mawgan, our crew rested and refreshed
themselves before taking off on their last journey in "Ginger". Heading north,
they set course for RAF Burtonwood in Lancashire, the final delivery
destination.

Notes:

i. Bomber aircraft flown across the Atlantic from the US by way of the
Southern Ferry Route normally touched down in the UK at RAF St Mawgan or
at RAF St Eval. RAF Valley in north Wales was also used extensively by cross-
Atlantic aircraft.

ii. Both St Mawgan and St Eval are in Cornwall, on the south west tip of
England and are only three miles apart. Both occupy sites immediately adjacent
to the coast.

iii. Aircraft taking the Northern Ferry Route from the US normally landed at
RAF Prestwick on the west coast of Scotland.

iv. As the Colby Waugh crew in "Ginger” encountered the violent storm on
their last leg of their flight to England and had to divert to another airfield, it is
possible (and it is only a possibility) that their original planned destination may
have been RAF Valley. Henry Wilk has expressed a belief that they landed in
Ireland before arriving in England. However, his list of 'Bases visited' does not
confirm this. It could well be, therefore, that if their original routing had been
adhered to and the storm not encountered, they may well have intended landing
in Northern Ireland prior to their final arrival on mainland Brirain. This could
perhaps account for the confusion in Henry's mind reference this aspect. It is
unlikely that RAF St Eval would have been the original UK destination as it is so
close to St Mawgan and the weather conditions would not have been significantly
different at either airfield.
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2. RAF Burtonwood. USAAF Station 590.

Located 3 miles north west of Warrington in Lancashire. Close to the port of
Liverpool.
Longest runway (1944): 1,750 vards by 50 vards wide.

After landing at Burtonwood, "Ginger” was handed over to the Base Air
Depot organisation. After special work was carried out on her over the
following weeks, she went on to play an almost unique role in the development
of bombing techniques as used by the US 8th Air Force. Her story is told later
in this account.

In the meantime. our crew were required to part company with 'their special
aircraft’ and proceeded along a slightly different path to War. They next
experienced British wartime rail travel as they headed southwards for the
County of Staffordshire in mid-England.

Burtonwood aspects:

The Station was built during 1939/1940 and was transferred from the RAF to
the USAAF during July 1942. Extensive storage and workshop facilities were
provided for the overhaul, repair, modification and parts supply for the USAAF
in the ETO. Designated No 1 Base Air Depot (1 BAD) from late 1943,
Burtonwood became the largest of the three BAD's in the UK. The other two
were at nearby Warton and at Langford Lodge in Northern Ireland.

By 1944, 1 BAD Burtonwood had no fewer than 44 hangars, 513,695 square
feet of storage space and 1,074,291 square feet of workshop facilities.

Notes:

i.  On arrival in the UK, USAAF aircraft were normally ferried to one of the
BAD's for inspection, overhaul and/or modification, as required. If the BAD
facilities were overloaded, the aircraft were sent to storage airfields at either
Greencastle, Mullaghmore, Toome or Langford Lodge, all four located in
Northern Ireland. They would then be ferried from the storage airfield to the
BAD, as required. After the necessary work had been carried out at the BAD,
the aircraft would be ferried to the combat base. These ferrying services were
carried out by the 27th Air Transport Group.

ii. In the case of radar equipped aircraft, they would be taken to Alconbury in
Huntingdonshire (Station 102).

3. Stone, Staffordshire.

It is believed that the entire crew assembled at Stone after departing
Burtonwood.

The 12th Replacement and Control Depot (R & CD) was established at Stone in
September 1942. The purpose of the Depot was to receive, process and assign
airmen who were not already allocated to a Unit.

The Depot was located two miles from Stone in the village of Yarnfield.
Detachments were also established at Chorley and Bamber Bridge. The latter is
four miles north west of Lichfield, also in Staffordshire and the former is a
short distance south of Preston in nearby Lancashire. (See Note ii).

The 14th R & CD arrived in April 1943 and the 16th R & CD arrived four
months later in August 1943. The 12th at Stone acted as the senior Unit.
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Notes:
i. In March 1943 the Depot was given responsibility for the reception of
replacement combat crews. Less than 4,000 personnel had passed through the
Unit prior to June 1943. An unprecedented influx was received in October with
the arrival of 20,000 un-assigned personnel. These numbers completely
swamped the available facilities, in spite of every effort being made to increase
accommodartion and staffing levels in order to meet the new requirements. Large
numbers of airmen had to be housed temporarily at other bases where
accommodation was available. By December 1943, handling capacity had
increased to 32,000 and by adopting improved methods and practices, the
Replacement and Control Depots coped from then onwards with the continued
influx of large numbers of replacement airmen arriving from the US.
We have no indications of how these difficulties affected our crew. It would
appear that they arrived at a critical period but as there is no indication on
Henry's list to suggest ‘temporary accommodation’ elsewhere, we must assume
that Stone managed to cope adequately with their passage through the Depot !
ii. Under the heading of 'Stone’, the following additional references are made:

a. Jefferson Hall, station 594, activated August 1942.

b. Beaffy Hall, station 518, activated September 1942.

¢. Duncan Hall, Station 509, also activated in September 1942.
It is not clear if these refer to three locations all of which are in the vicinity of
Stone or if it refers to the Stone (Yarnfield) site plus the Detachments at
Chorley and Bamber Bridge.

It is thought that the entire crew will have again proceeded to the next Unit on
Henry's list and that they all headed south, probably by train, to Cheddington in
the County of Buckinghamshire, north west of London.

4. Cheddington. Station 113.

Located 7 miles north east of Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire.

No 12 Combat Crew Replacement Centre (CCRC) was activated at Cheddington
on 27 August 1942,

The function of the CCRC was to assess the state of training of an airman with
reference to his assigned duties in the ETO. Once assessed, the CCRC was to
give him instruction in equipment and procedures pertinent to operations from
this country. For example, gunners received intensive training courses in
aircraft recognition and further practice in the use of their weapons.

CCRC Cheddingron opened for training on 8 June 1943 but it was almost
another two months before the Centre was considered to be functioning
satisfactorily. It was re-organised and on 16 August 1943 it was re-named the
2901st CCRC Group (B) (P). By 15 November 1943 it was again re-named and
given the title of No 2 CCRC. This designation was retained throughout the
remainder of this Unit's operation.

Notes:

i. A Detachment of the 2901st CCRC, Cheddington, was established at
Snettisham, Norfolk during the summer of 1943. This was designated as the 1st
Combat Crew Gunnery School.

ii. During March 1943, the 2nd Bomb Wing (later designated as the 2nd Air
Division) ser-up the Provisional Training Centre at Hethel in Norfolk (see Note
iv). This step was taken because it was felt that B-24 crews were not receiving
adequate training to meet their specified needs. This Provisional Training Centre
later moved to Hethel, again in Norfolk (see Note v). By July 1943, with the
improved facilities in position at Cheddington. most of the Instructors moved to
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that location and the facility at Hardwick closed down during August 1943.
However, see Paragraph 6. RAF Attlebridge.

iii. It is known that from July/August 1943 most of the B-24 replacement
crews passed through the Cheddington CCRC.

iv. Hethel, Station 114, located 3 miles east of Wymondham, Norfolk. was used
by the B-24 equipped 389th BG (H) during the period 11 June 1943 to 30 May
1945.

v. Hardwick, Norfolk, Station 104, was the base for the 93rd BG (H), located
5 miles west of Bungay in south Norfolk. This Group was equipped with B-24's
and operated from Hardwick from 27 November 1942 through to 12 June 1945.
During that period they were involved in deployments to North Africa and as
the oldest B-24 Group in the 8th. Air Force, they flew more missions than any
other Group.

vi. Cheddington also had an operational role. It was the home of the 44th BG,
involved in night leaflet dropping operations.

5. Snettisham, Norfolk. Station 172.

Located on the coast 9 miles north of Kings Lynn and bordering the Norfolk
side of the area known as the Wash. The Unit was established approximately one
mile west of the village of Snettisham, adjacent to the sea and was opened
during the summer of 1943 as a Detachment of the CCRC at Cheddington. At
least five of our crew attended training at this School - see Note ii.

Notes:

i. The records state that Snettisham was activated as the Air Division Gunnery
School on 12 November 1943 for the purpose of serving B-17 gunners of the
Ist Air Division and to provide them with facilities at local firing ranges. The
records also state that facilities specifically for the B-24 gunners of the 2nd Air
Division were established in Northern Ireland.

ii. However, it is clear that the Snettisham training facilities were, in fact,
extended to the B-24 gunners of the 2nd Bomb Wing/2nd Air Division for at
least a period of time in late 1943. We have photographic evidence that at least
five of our crew were there, almost certainly during November 1943. They were
S/Sgt Henry Wilk, T/Sgt Lester Wagner, S/Sgt Edward Murphy, S/Sgt Don
Belden and S/Sgt Earl Johnson. See Photograph 4, page 17.

iii. It is interesting to note that the records show that the 4th Gunnery and
Tow Target Flight (4 G & TT Flt) was formed at Greencastle in Northern
Ireland on 3 December 1943. The purpose of the Flight was to provide sleeve
towing facilities for the local CCRC Units of the 8th Air Force Composite
Command and were mainly used for the training of B-24 gunners at the
Derryogue Ranges (N.Ireland). The Flight operated from 3 December to 30
September 1945 and was based at Greencastle.

iv. It should be noted therefore, that the 4th G & TT Flt was not formed until
3 December 1943. We know that our crew was assigned to the 392nd BG (H) at
Wendling as from 4 December 1943 (SO of that date issued by HQ 2 CCRC
confirms this). It follows that the facilities in Northern Ireland specifically for
B-24 gunners of the 2nd Bomb Wing/2nd Air Division would not have been
available for our crew during the period of time that they were in the UK prior
to their assignment to a combat Group. It would appear, therefore, that there
was a period during late 1943 when the Gunnery School at Snettisham dealt with
both B-17 and B-24 Gunners.

It was a period of great expansion and flux and many ad hoc arrangements had
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to be adopted in order to meet rapidly changing needs and situations. The
administrative and training facilities must have been as hard pressed as all the
other organisational and operational services involved in building up and running
such a massive enterprise as the 8th Air Force. It is small wonder that some of
the records relating to these activities are sometimes not as accurate or
complete as we would like ! Especially for those of us who look back, at our
leisure, 50 years or so after the event and well clear of the 'heat of battle’ !!

It seems certain that all the crew were together when they attended the next
course. It is not known if they proceeded from Cheddington and/or Snettisham
as a group or if they assembled individually at Attlebridge.

.
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Photograph 4. Snettisham, Norfolk. November 1943.
Back row, left to right: S/Sgt Don Belden, S/Sgt Edward Murphy and
S/Sgt Earl Johnson.
Front, left to right: T/Sgt Lester Wagner and S/Sgt Henry Wilk.

6. RAF Attlebridge, Norfolk. USAAF Station 120.

This airfield was located 8 miles west of Norwich and just 14 miles cast of
Wendling.

Longest runway: 2,000 yards and 50 yards wide.

The airfield was opened in June 1941 as a satellite of nearby RAF Swanton
Morley. Flying Bristol Blenheims and later Bostons, 105 and 88 Squadrons of
the RAF were involved in the dogged air war of the early War period. For just
one month in late 1942, Attlebridge experienced its first American involvement
when the B-26 Marauder equipped 319th BG of the USAAF moved in to carry
out secret preparations and training for the forthcoming Allied landings in North
West Africa. Their short stay was followed by a five month involvement with
the now legendary Dutch 320 Squadron. from March to August 1943.
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They were equipped with B-25 North American Mitchells. The airfield was also
used by 247 Squadron RAF flying Hawker Typhoons for a short period during
August 1943. However, major work services had started in preparation for the
next occupants - the B-24's of the 466th BG (H). They arrived on 7 March
1944 and left on 6 July 1945. During that period they flew 232 Missions, lost
47 B-24's in action and another 24 through other causes.

However, there was another role for Attlebridge during the period immediately
before our crew flew in combat from Wendling. Whilst most of the B-24
replacement crews were passing through the CCRC at Cheddington by
July/August 1943, the 2nd Bomb Wing/2nd Air Division still felt that additional
training, particularly in ETO flight procedures, would be of benefit to their
Liberator crews. Consequently, on 23 October 1943, the 2nd Wing's Provisional
Training Centre was yet again re-activated (See Para.4, Note ii on Page 15) and
Attlebridge was selected. Utilising a dozen B-24D's and some personnel from
the 19th Anti-Submarine Squadron which was about to be disbanded, the extra
training for the replacement B-24 crews was conducted from this airfield until
Christmas 1943.

This Training Centre was, in fact, disbanded on 26 December 1943. By this
time, the facilities at Cheddington plus those at the newly established CCRC at
Langford Lodge in Northern Ireland, were providing an expanded programme of
pre-combat training for the Liberator crews.

Our crew passed through this UK based training facility during late November
and very early December - and during its limited period of operations from this
airfield. It was their final training course and their next assignment took them
to their operational combat unit, the 392nd BG (H), just a very few miles
distant at Wendling.

7. Wendling, Norfolk. USAAF Station 118.

So from Attlebridge, our crew travelled the short distance to Wendling airfield
- officially assigned on 4 December 1943. Home of the recently installed 392nd
BG (H), an active and involved B-24 equipped combat Group that had already
suffered considerable losses and, in as few short months, were truly battled
hardened.

Aspects reference Wendling Airfield:
It is located 4 miles west of the mid-Norfolk market town of East Dereham.
It was built in 1942 and the main Contractor was Taylor Woodrow Ltd.
Runways: 010 degrees 2,000 yards long.

260 " 1,400 " "

130 " 1,400 " "

All runways 50 yards wide.
Aircraft dispersals: 25 pans with 26 loops added late in construction.
Hangars: Two dispersed Type T2's.
Utility buildings for 2,894 personnel. In late 1944 the staff numbered 421
Officers and 2,473 Enlisted Men.
Wendling was officially allocated to the US 8th Air Force on 16 September 1943
but the Advance Party of the 392nd BG actually arrived in late July and the bulk
of the Ground Echelon on 1 August. The airfield was designated Station 118 and
the address: APO 634, c/o Postmaster, NY. NY.

At the cessation of the European War, the airfield was transferred back to the
RAF on 25 June 1945 and finally closed during 1961.
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CHAPTER 4
The Formation & Early History Of The 392nd BG (H)

Before proceeding further with the story of our crew and the aircraft that
they flew, it will be useful to have a brief look at the formation and early
operational history of the 392nd Bombardment Group (Heavy), which they had
just joined. It will also be helpful to take a quick look at the relevant
organisational and operational structure of the 2nd Bombardment Division (later
to become the more familiar 2nd Air Division), all forming part of the famous
United States Eighth Air Force.
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The 392nd Bombardment Group (Heavy) was formed in accordance with
Special Order Number 14, Headquarters Second Air Force, Fort George Wright,
Washington and dated 26 January 1943.

The ensuing training programme was in three phases. The first with
emphasis on individual skills, the second concentrating on team training and the
third dealing with advanced training and simulation of combat operations. The
initial phase began at Davis-Monthan Army Air Force Base, Arizona in early
February 1943. Squadrons were designated as the 576th - 579th Bomb
Squadrons inclusive.

During March, a small number of key personnel attended an intensive one
month long course at the Army Air Force School of Applied Tactics (AAFSAT)
at Orlando, Florida. Included on this course was a lead crew from each of the
four Squadrons.

On 1 March 1943, the Ground Echelon reported to Biggs Field, El Paso,
Texas and training proceeded. By mid-April, after the initial stages had been
completed. personnel were transferred to Alamogordo Air Base in New Mexico.
By mid-July, the Flying Echelon moved to Topeko Air Base in Kansas to
complete their training and await deployment overseas.

On 16 July 1943 a small Advance Party left Topeko for the ETO. Included
in this Party were the CO Lt Col Rendle, the Group Intelligence Officer Capt
Caley, the Group Operations Officer Capt Lawrence Gilbert and the Group
Communications Officer 1/Lt Elder. They flew by the Northern Ferry Route via
Goose Bay and Iceland.

In the meantime, the Ground Echelon left Alamogordo on 18 July for Camp
Shanks, located about 15 miles from New York City, in preparation for
embarkation overseas. They arrived by train between the 20th and 22nd. They
then boarded the Queen Mary at New York and departed on 25 July 1943,
landing at Greenock in Scotland five days later after an uneventful crossing of
the Atlantic.

The Advance Party in the meantime had arrived in the UK and by 22 July
had reported to the 8th Air Force Headquarters located at High Wycombe, near
London. They then visited the 2nd Bombardment Wing Headquarters at Old
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Catton Hall, Norwich and then went on to visit numerous of the already active
combat Groups.

When the Ground personnel arrived at their designated UK destination,
Station 118 at Wendling in Norfolk on 1 August, they were greeted by members
of the Advance Party. Hectic work then followed in order to prepare for the
arrival of the flying crew and their aircraft from the US.

Back in the US, the Flying Echelon continued to train hard under the
command of Major Lorin L Johnson, the Group Air Executive Officer. The
Group was the first to be equipped with the new model B-24H and these slowly
became available off the factory assembly lines. The 579th BS was the first
Squadron to receive their quota of nine aircraft and they were the first to leave
for the ETO. The first B-24 arrived on 15 August, via Gander, Iceland and
Scotland (Prestwick). The remaining Squadrons - the 576th, 577th and 578th -
arrived a few at a time, as and when the aircraft became available. The 576th
mainly followed the same route used by the 579th BS but many of the 577th and
578th took the more direct route from Gander to Scotland. All but Lt Reade’s
crew of the 578th BS's crews had arrived by 22 August and they turned up a
few days later. By 21 September 1943, all aircraft and crews of the four
Squadrons had arrived safely at Wendiing. These then were the original 35
crews and aircraft. Included amongst the latter was B-24H "Alfred”, serial
number 42-7485.

As soon as the aircraft arrived, intensive training began in readiness for
their first 'baptism of fire’. As early as 6 September, the Group's crews
participated in a Diversion Mission over the North Sea and which provided
valuable navigational and operational experience. It is noted that "no enemy was
sighted”. The 392nd BG contributed no fewer than 18 aircraft and crews in this
operation which involved 69 B-24's from the 2nd Bombardment Division. They
provided a diversion for the B-17's of the Ist and 3rd Bombardment Divisions
who were engaged in operations against Stuttgart and various other rtargets of
opportunity. Sadly, losses were heavy with 45 of the B-17's becoming lost in
action. Included amongst these were 20 from the 1st Bombardment Division
which ran out of fuel and had to ditch or crash-land. Amazingly, of the 12 that
ditched, all 118 crew members were saved by the RAF's Air Sea Rescue
services. (See Note on next page).

The following day, 7 September 1943, the 392nd BG were scheduled to take
part in their first bombing mission, in company with the 44th and the 389th
BG's. The crews were briefed at 0215 hrs, engines were started at 0520 hrs and
as the Wendling B-24's taxied out the other aircraft in the strike force circled
overhead. Imagine the feelings of anti-climax when suddenly the mission was
cancelled owing to ‘several failures at bomb loading’. The History of the 578th
speaks of "the great disappointment felt by the crews”.

However, two days later on 9 September 1943, the 392nd BG did
participate in their Mission Number 1. In an attack on the airfield at Abbeville,
France, all but two of the twenty B-24's despatched on the raid accomplished
their mission, two having to abort. All aircraft and crews returned safelv, only
weak flak was encountered and fighter opposition was non-existent, thanks to
the strong support provided by Thunderbolts and Spitfires. Bombing results
were reported as good. An excellent start for the Group.

Between this first mission by the Group on 9 September 1943 and the
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next operation that we will look at in some detail and which took place on 20
December 1943, after the arrival of our crew, the Group participated in a
further 15 Missions. These included attacks on airfields, port installations,
industrial areas, U-Boat vyards, marshalling vards and another diversion
operation. Whilst not reported as such at the time, one of these attacks was a
highly successful one on Germany's highly secret Heavy-water plant in Norway
which produced this essential substance used in the manufacture of atomic
weapons ' During these 15 operations, the 392nd BG lost 17 aircraft and
suffered a total of 185 casualties. Their gunners claimed 55 enemy aircraft
destroyed.

Note:

By the end of the War, Air Sea Rescuc operations conducted by RAF
Coastal Command (there were other agencies involved in these activities, British
and American) accounted for 5,721 Allied aircrew saved, 277 enemy aircrew and
4,665 non-aircrew personnel. A total of 10,663 lives saved by this Branch of
Coastal Command alone.
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CHAPTER 5
The Second Air Division & Its Structure

At the time of the arrival of the 392nd BG (H) at their designated airfield at
Wendling, Norfolk, they became a part of the Second Bombardment Wing of the
USAAF VIII Bomber Command. As from 13 September 1943, the 2nd BW was
re-designated as the Second Bombardment Division. That title was retained until
1 January 1945 when the 2nd BD became the Second Air Division (2nd AD).

The 2nd. Bombardment Division/2nd Air Division was exclusively equipped
with the Consolidated B-24 Liberator aircraft. The other two Divisions, the 1st
and the 3rd flew the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress.

All three Air Divisions came under the control of the US VIII Bomber
Command (later the Eighth Air Force) Headquarters at High Wycombe in the
County of Buckinghamshire, north west of London. (High Wycombe was also
the HQ of RAF Bomber Command).

The Second Bombardment Wing established its Headquarters at Old Catton
Hall, Norwich on 7 September 1942. This HQ was commanded by Major General
James P Hodges. The HQ later moved to the adjacent airfield at Horsham St
Faiths, just a 'stones throw' from its original site. Horsham St Faiths became
the home of the 458th BG (H) equipped with B-24's and was one of the few
permanent pre-War constructed RAF airfields used by the USAAF. Post-War it
is better known as Norwich Airport. Finally, this 2nd BW HQ moved to nearby
Ketteringham Hall, to the south west of Norwich and close to Hethel airfield,
occupied by the Liberators of the 389th BG (H). Major General William E
Kepner took over as Commanding General of the Second Bombardment Division
on 1 August 1944 and finally Brigadier General Walter R Peck assumed
command on 13 May 1945.

The 2nd Air Division was divided into five Combat Wings, embracing a total
of 14 Bombardment Groups. Each Bombardment Group was made up of four
Bombardment Squadrons. Normally a Bombardment Group, with its four
Squadrons, occupied one specific airfield. In the case of the 2nd Air Division,
these were all located in the Counties of Norfolk and Suffolk.

The 392nd BG (H) based at Wendling was one of three Bombardment
Groups forming the 14th Combat Wing. This Wing had its HQ at nearby
Shipdham, which housed the 44th BG (H). The third Group in the 14th CBW
was the 492nd BG (H), based a few miles away at North Pickenham.

There were four other Combat Wings within the 2nd Air Division. They
were the 2nd CBW, embracing the 389th, the 453rd and the 445th
Bombardment Groups. The 20th Combat Wing included the 93rd, the 446th and
the 448th Bombardment Groups. The 95th Combat Wing comtained just two
Groups, the 489th and the 491st. Finally, the 96th Combat Wing involved the
458th, the 466th and the 467th Bombardment Groups.
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The Bombardment Groups (Heavy) which comprised the Second Air Division
(2nd AD), were located at the following airfields:

1.  44th BG(H). Station 115. Shipdham, Norfolk.
2. 93rd BG(H). Station 104. Hardwick., Norfolk.
3. 389th BG(H). Station 114. Herhel, Norfolk.
4.  392nd BG(H). Station 118. Wendling, Norfolk.
5. 445th BG(H). Station 124. Tibenham, Norfolk.
6. 446th BG(H). Station 125. Flixton (Bungay), Suffolk.
7. 448th BG(H). Station 146. Seething, Norfolk.
8. 4533rd BG(H). Station 144. Old Buckenham, Norfolk.
9. 458th BG(H). Station 123. Horsham St Faiths, Norfolk.
10. 466th BG(H). Station 120. Arttlebridge, Norfolk.
11. 467th BG(H). Station 145. Rackheath, Norfolk.
12. 489th BG(H). Station 365. Halesworth, Suffolk.
13. 491st BG(H). Station 366. Metfield. Suffolk.
14. 492nd BG(H). Station 143. North Pickenham. Norfolk.
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Map 2. USAAF Second Air Division Bases.
(Use in conjunction with the above list).
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At its peak, the Second Air Division totalled 8,870 Officers and 43,884
Enlisted Men. It flew 95,948 individual sorties during 493 operational Missions.
They dropped almost 200.000 tons of bombs. A total of 1,458 B-24 Liberators
were lost and 6,032 airmen were killed. Six Presidential Unit Citations and five
Medals of Honor were awarded.
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CHAPTER 6
Eariier Missions By Individual Members Of The Crew

It is known that the following individual members of the Colby Waugh crew
took part in Missions before embarking, as a crew, on their first operation
together on Christmas Eve, 24 December 1943.

2/Lt Arthur Cound. Navigator.

20 December 1943.

The target was the port area of Breman, in north west Germany. Lt Cound
flew in aircraft serial number 42-7480, named "My Diversion” of the 578th BS
and piloted by Lt Cliff Peterson. The 392nd BG despatched 22 B-24's and 21 of
them attacked the target with good bombing results. The 577th Bomb Squadron
led the Group. Heavy AA and fighter opposition was encountered. The 576th
BS lost B-24 42-7500, "Sky Queen"”, over the target and fifteen more were
damaged. One crash landed at Base on return. This is thought to have been 41-
29135, "Last Frontier", belonging to the 579th. The Group casualties were 1
Killed in Action . (KIA), 11 Missing in Action (MIA) and 4 Wounded in Action
(WIA). The time duration of this Mission was 6% hours.

On returning from this Mission and during the de-brief, a remarkable
coincidence occurred Arthur Cound had a brother George who was serving in
the US Navy. George had a buddy from his pre-Navy days by the name of Jim
Byrd, all three were from El Paso. Texas. Jim had joined the USAAF a few
weeks after George had joined the Navy. He had known of Arthur via brother
George. Jim was now S/Sgt Byrd and he too had just taken part in his very first
operational Mission - in the same aircraft as Arthur Cound ! Jim had felt that
the Navigator's face looked familiar but could not 'place him'. It was only when
the Navigator gave his name at the de-briefing that he realised that it was the
brother of his old buddy from El Paso !! They got together and had a great chat
about 'old times' and that must have been a particularly enjoyable meeting for
both of them. They saw each other once or twice subsequently but never flew
together again. Tragically, neither men were destined to survive for many more
weeks.

Two of the Group's B-24's were involved in a rare and unfortunate accident
during this Mission. One of the Liberators lost a propeller in flight. It then
scythed through the right rudder of another B-24, "El Lobo" 42-7510 of- the
579th BS. The propelier then went on and severed the rear turret from the
remainder of the same aircraft, sadly with its gunner aboard. It is assumed that
this was caused by the not uncommon failure of the propeller feathering
mechanism. (See Chapter 8, Note 1).

On this Mission the 8th Air Force deployed a total of 534 bombers - 127
B-24's and 407 B-17's plus 12 Pathfinders from the 482nd BG, based at
Alconbury. A total of 7 B-24's and 20 B-17's were lost through enemy action.
270 aircrew were listed as MIA.
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Note:

I/Lt Cliff L Peterson, the pilot with whom Arthur Cound flew on this
Mission to Breman, and his crew including S/Sgr Jim Byrd, were shot down
three months later. Taking part in the costliest Mission ever conducted by the
392nd BG, he and his crew were flying in one of the 28 B-24's despatched from
Wendling to atrack Fredrickshafen on 18 March 1944. Four Liberators aborted
with mechanical problems, 2 collided over France on the outward leg, 15
succumbed to intense enemy action and only 7 of those that attacked the target
returned to England. All were badly damaged with killed and wounded aboard. A
total of 154 casualties were suffered by the 392nd on this one mission. Sadly,
Jim Byrd was amongst those who did not survive but happily, ChLff Peterson
lived. He bailed out from his stricken aircraft, was taken prisoner, survived the
War and is presently living in Florida. It is very pleasing to note, in fact, that
Cliff Peterson is the current (1995) President of the 392nd BG Memorial
Association !

We know too that Lt Arthur Cound was again involved two days later.
22 December 1943.

This time the target was the communications centre at Munster, Westphalia,
Germany. On this occasion, Lt Arthur Cound flew in B-24 serial 42-7485,
"Alfred" (of later fame in connection with the Colby Waugh crew) and piloted by
Lt Cohen. In addition to Lt Cohen and Lt Arthur Cound as Navigator, the other
crew members were: Shoenhair, Valker, Hayes, Carr, Buckley, McGee, Thrower
and Dillinger. (Ranks unknown but not the original crew of "Alfred"). The
392nd despatched 20 aircraft and 16 of these bombed the target with good
results. Three B-24's aborted with mechanical problems, including 42-7485,
"Alfred”. No fighter opposition was encountered and happily no losses or
casualties were suffered. Mission duration was 6 hours. It is not known at what
point into the Mission that "Alfred” had to abort and return to Base.

The 8th Air Force commitment on this Mission involved 43 B-24"s out of a
total of 220 bombers. Five aircraft were lost - 2 B-24's and 3 B-17's.

Note: Lt Cohen safely completed his operational tour during March 1944.
00000
Two of the Gunners from the Waugh crew also got themselves involved before

their first operational Mission as a complete crew.

S/Sgt Earl Johnson and S/Sgt Henrv Wilk.

22 December 1943.

Earl Johnson and Henry Wilk flew together, coincidently on the same
Mission to Munster as Arthur Cound. The two Gunners flew aboard Liberator
42-7605 piloted by 1/Lt Thomas R McKee. The rest of the crew were: 2/Lt
Thomas G Walker Co-pilot, 2/Lt Lee Simons Bombardier, Lt Delmar C Johnson
Navigator, T/Sgt Ward Sackal Engineer, T/Sgt Thomas Morrison Radio
Operator, S/Sgt Horace Murphy Gunner and S/Sgt Richard Painter Gunner.
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Earl Johnson was standing in for regular crew member Sgt Marion E
Nuzum and Henry Wilk for S/Sgt Anthony F Malavasic.

Other details appertaining to this Mission are given above.

Note:

Just nine days later, on 31 December, whilst taking part in an attack on the
airfield at St Jean D'Angely. just north of Bordeaux, France, this same aircraft
flown by Lt McKee and crew was hit by AA fire and exploded over the target
area. The crew were complete except for their regular Navigator Lt Delmar C
Johnson, who was grounded that day with a minor injury. His place had been
taken by 2/Lt Robert Dinsmore. A French eve-witness later reported several
parachutes being seen 1o leave the aircraft but that they were then subjected to
further fire from the enemy on the ground. Sadly, there was but one survivor,
tail gunner Anthony Malavasic, who became a POW.

00000

We know too that Radio Operator T/Sgt Parke Kent flew two Missions prior
to his involvement with the rest of the crew on 24 December 1943.

Unfortunately, the dates of these operations are currently unknown to the
writer.

00000
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CHAPTER 7
The First Crew Mission

24 December 1943.

The first Mission involving the entire Colby Waugh crew took place on
Christmas Eve 1943. The target was a NoBall (V-Weapon) site in the Pas De
Calais region of France and it was to be the first occasion that the 392nd had
attacked this type of installation. Crews had been on ‘stand-down' after a hectic
spell of operational flying. However, at 1000 hrs on the 23rd. Squadron
Commanders and Officers from eight lead crews were ordered to report to the
Group Briefing Room.

Allied Intelligence was deeply concerned about frantic German activity in
coastal areas of Occupied Europe, particularly in the Pas De Calais area. Coupled
with aerial photographs, reports from agents and other sources, some form of
attack on Britain by unmanned missiles or rockets appeared to be imminent. The
precise nature of these fears was not of course general knowledge but Hitler's
vague but endless threats of "secret weapons” and "vengeance weapons” were
well known !! At last, it looked as if the threats were about to materialise. Allied
Commanders were only too aware that the planned Invasion of Occupied Europe
was not too far distant. An onslaught by these new type weapons on southern
England could jeopardise their plans and seriously delay the final outcome of the
War.

When Field Order No 171 was received for this Mission on the night of 23
December, it called for a "Maximum effort”. Whilst the majority of the aircrew
were not fully aware of the nature and purpose of the strange constructions that
they were about to attack, it was appreciated that they were something
'different’ and obviously ‘important and special'. Reports of the time speak of a
"more than usual air of excitement and a heightened sense of urgency”. It says
much too for the Wendling ground crews that 28 out of the 30 available B-24’s
were serviceable and ready for operations the next morning.

The Liberators took off from Wendling at 1100 hrs in excellent weather
conditions. Assembly was completed speedily and the 392nd joined the Wing and
Division bomber stream on schedule. The good weather conditions continued
right through to the target areca. All 28 B-24's from Wendling attacked the
target from 12,000 ft, bombing visually. 84% of the 336 500lb General Purpose
(GP) bombs fell within 2,000 ft of the designated aiming points. The excellent
results were later confirmed by photographic reconnaissance. All aircraft
returned safely to Wendling and no casualties were suffered. The flight duration
for this Mission was 5% hours.

In all, 722 B-24's and B-17's took part in operations against the V-Weapon
sites in the Pas De Calais on this day. They were supported by 541 P-38's, P-
47's and P-51's. A total of 87 aircraft received damage during these operations
but casualties were limited to four crewmen wounded.

This, to the best of our knowledge, was the first operational involvement by
Lt Colby Waugh and his close-knit crew. As with the following two further
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missions flown by the crew. Henry Wilk recalled and described this one, fifty
years later, as "hairy" !' In spite of this succinct summing up of their first
Mission together as a crew (and no doubt a very truthful and accurate
assessment). thev must have felt relief that they had returned safely and
satisfaction that things had gone so well for the Group. At the time of writing,
the aircraft in which they flew on this Mission has not been identified.

Note:

The onslaught conducted by the USAAF 8th Air Force, RAF's Bomber
Command and Tactical Air Force against the original V-Weapon launch sites,
known as 'ski sites’, was extremely effective. By May 1944, 103 sites out of
140 had been destroved. The ever-resilient Germans were forced to drastically
modify their programme of assault and the effectiveness originally expected was
now beyvond their capabilities. In particular and of vital significance, the
operational deployment of these new weapons had to be very considerably
delayed. With dogged Germanic determination and utilising slave labour, they
produced new and simpler prefabricated launchers, ones that could be erected
quickly and that could be more easily camouflaged against air attack. However,
it was 12 June 1944 before the first 'flying bomb' (V-1 or 'Doodlebug') was
launched against England - six days after the commencement of the grear Allied
Invasion of Occupied Europe. Whilst the totally indiscriminate V-Weapon
attacks, later including the V-2 rockets, brought great death and destruction,
the German prediction that these weapons would bring them victory, even at
this late stage in the War, fortunately did not materialise. It is worth
considering that if they had been nuclear armed, the outcome could have been
very different ........ .
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CHAPTER 8
The Second Mission By The Crew

30 December 1943.

Mission Number 20 for the 392nd. Field Order 172 identified the target as
the port area and oil refineries at Ludwigshafen, across the River Rhine from
the city of Mannheim. A frequent target for RAF Bomber Command since the
early days of the War. The whole area was highly industrialised and
consequently very heavily defended.

"Chaff", an effective anti-radar measure, was used for the first time by the
US 8th Air Force during this Mission. Strips of metal foil, dispersed in bundles
from aircraft in the bomber formations and broken up in the slip-streams, gave
misleading and confusing echoes on the German air defence radar systems.

The 392nd contributed 25 Liberators and the 576th Squadron led the
Group. Two B-24's were forced to abort because of mechanical problems before
reaching the target. The weather conditions were not good in the target area and
PFF (Pathfinder) techniques had to be adopted. These were provided by the
Alconbury based 482nd BG aircraft. Bombing results were rated as 'good’. As
expected the opposition from the enemy was ferocious. The Wendling group lost
one B-24, probably as a result of flak damage and eight others were damaged.
Ten aircrew were listed as Missing in Action. The crew that were lost were
those of Lt Silbey of the 578th BS in B-24 serial 42-7588. Some of this crew
may have escaped by parachute.

Fifty years later and Henry Wilk remembers little about this Mission but
believes that they "lost an engine” at some point during their flight !

The total 8th Air Force involvement on this day was all directed on
Ludwigshafen. It involved the despatch of 710 heavy bombers, 164 B-24's of
the 2nd Air Division and 546 B-17's from the 1st and 3rd Divisions.
Additionally, 583 fighters, P-38's, P-47's (463 of that one type) and P-51's
provided escort. The bombers lost 23 aircraft in action and the fighters lost 13.

Notes:

i. It is interesting to note that the loss of no fewer than seven of those twenty
three bombers was subsequently attributed to mechanical failure. This fact did
not emerge until much later. De-briefed repatriated aircrew and those who had
evaded after being lost over enemy territory were the first to report the facts.
During the months of November and December 1943 twenty losses of B-17's
and B-24's were due directly, or indirectly, to the malfunction of propellor
feathering systems. The failure rate on the B-17's was particularly bad, twice
that of the B-24. It was late Autumn (Fall) of 1944 before the causes of these
problems were recognised and modifications introduced to overcome them.

ii It is also of interest to note that six of the crew of a 445th BG B-24
returning from this Mission were saved after they ditched in the sea off Beachy
Head, one of the first successful ditchings by a Liberator aircraft.
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iii. The use of "Window" or "Chaff" (British and American terminology
respectivelv) was first used by the RAF on the night of 24/25 July 1943 during
their attack on Hamburg. It caused great confusion amongst the German air
defence systems, including that used by the enemy night fighters and initially its
use drastically reduced bomber losses. It was particularly effective at night and
under cloudy conditions when visual tracking was not normally possible. The
detrimental effects of the tinfoil bundles had been mooted by the British almost
from the birth of radar in the mid-1930's. It fell to the only lady scientist at the
Telecommunications Research Establishment, Mrs Joan Curran, to carry out the
initial research and development. The operational trials, tested against our own
radar systems, were conducted in early 1942 from RAF Coltishall in Norfolk.
The results were terrifyingly effective. Its use against the enemy was banned, at
least for the time being. It was feared that the Germans would respond and use
it against our own radar defences with the same devastating results ! Post-War
it was learned that the Germans had also developed the same system at about
the same time and had been reluctant to use it for the same reasons ! When the
Germans did use it (their code-name was "Diippel”) on the night of 7 October
1943 during a raid on Norwich, we had developed some fairly effective counter-
measures. Nevertheless, two of the local radar stations, those at RAF Neatishead
and RAF Happisburgh, reported 200 hostile targets when, in fact, there were no
more than 30 ! The Germans developed new systems and tactics in order to
reduce the effects of Window/Chaff. However. its use by the Allies was
continued, indeed stepped up and coupled with other measures, continued to
cause confusion and disruption to the German defences. Countless Allied aircrew
lives were saved as a result.

iv. The effectiveness of the first use of "Chaff" by the 8th Air Force on this
raid is not known. In view of the overcast conditions, the German AA batteries
would have had to rely on radar guidance and therefore the disruption was
probably very considerable. Additionally, it is probable that the "chaff” was used
in an effort to confuse the enemy of the target intentions of the bombing
force.

v. It is sobering to note that by 31 December 1943, the 392nd BG had
completed 21 Missions and lost 20 aircraft. Only 18 of the original 35 crews
remained. On 1 July 1943 there were 85 pilots and co-pilots. By 31 December,
just 35. Of these, 29 were Missing in Action, 19 had been transferred and 2
lost their lives in crashes before they left the US for the ETO. 56 new crews
had been added to rhe Group, bringing rhe total of crews to 66, as of 31
December 1943.
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CHAPTER 9
The Kiel Mission

Prelude.

The Official History compiled by the 392nd BG (H) HQ states that on the
evening of New Years Day, Saturday 1 January 1944, the Group was alerted and
that a target was specified. However, by 2300 hrs the proposed Mission was
scrubbed.

Similarly, on the following evening, 2 January, they were put on alert yet
again. This time the target was to be Solingen, some 15 miles north east of
Cologne in Germany and one that they had attacked previously on 1 December.
Pre-briefing was conducted at 1930 hrs but before general briefing was carried
out, this Mission too was scrubbed.

During the evening of Monday 3 January, the Group was again put on alert.
The port area of Kiel, in north west Germany, was to be the target. The pre-
briefing went ahead early in the evening. The general briefings took place at
0330 hrs and at 0400 hrs during the cold and dreary pre-dawn hours of
Tuesday 4 January. This time the Mission was not scrubbed and the Mission
was to go ahead.

The Mission. 4 January 1944.

It seems certain that the crew were not allocated an aircraft 'of their own’
but they were going to fly again as 'a crew', for the third time in action. As a
replacement crew and at this stage in the operations of the Group, it appears
that they were simply allocated an aircraft that was serviceable and available, as
and when operational requirements dictated. Ground crews must have been hard
pressed to keep sufficient B-24's available to meet those needs. Much
maintenance work was conducted outside in the open with none or, at best, the
very minimum of shelter from the elements. An English airfield, especially one
in East Anglia during early January, is not the ideal workplace ! It had to be a
case of flying in whatever was available.

Lt Colby Waugh and his crew were allocated B-24H, serial 42-7485
"Alfred”, for this Mission. As noted earlier, it was one of the 392nds 'original’
B-24's and one that had participated in 15 operational Missions so far. The
same aircraft that Lt Arthur Cound had flown in on 22 December and which-had
to abort before reaching the target at Munster.

After an early morning breakfast, our crew were taken out to the aircraft
dispersal point by truck at about 0700 hrs. Here they found their aircraft
already loaded with bombs and 2,800 US gallons of 100 octane fuel by the hard
working ground crew. On that cold and bleak January morning, Henry Wilk and
the other Gunners checked, re-cleaned and installed their 50 calibre (0.5 ins)
Browning M2 machine guns. Other members of the crew checked their
equipment and areas of responsibility. Pilot Lt Colby Waugh discussed the
mechanical state of the aircraft with the ground Crew Chief. The Crew Loading
List was completed and the Form 1A signed, ‘accepting' the aircraft from the
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ground crew. Together, the Crew Chief and Colby walked around the plane,
carrying out a final visual check on the tyres, undercarriage legs, movable flying
surfaces, fuel vents and so forth. When satisfied that all was well, the aircraft
was boarded and at about 0735 hrs each of the powerful 1200 hp Pratt and
Whitney Twin Wasp R-1830-43 radial engines was started. In conjunction with
the Pilot and Co-pilot, the Engineer Lester Wagner carefully watched the dials
and indications to ensure that all four engines were running satisfactorily. At
0750 hrs they began taxying out, in preparation for the 0800 hrs departure.

On schedule, the Wendling Group began take-off, with just 30 seconds
between aircraft becoming airborne. Lts Waugh and Barton held "Alfred” at the
end of the runway until their turn arrived to begin the take-off procedure. Soon
after 0800 hrs the ‘green' was flashed to them by Flying Control and they began
their bone-jarring and noisy departure. The heavily laden B-24 rumbled down
the 6,000 ft runway, Colby intentionally keeping the wheels on the ground as
long as possible and only getting airborne shortly before the end was reached.
They needed maximum sustained airspeed of around 110 to 120 mph to climb
away safely. The pilots maintained a straight course for several minutes in a
shallow climb during this most critical period of their take-off.

Lt Arthur Cound, Navigator, gave a course to steer of 337 degrees
magnetic which will take them out over the Lincolnshire coast, bordering the
mouth of the Wash and in accordance with the pre-determined Flight Plan and
Assembly pattern. Climbing at 300 ft per minute at 150 mph IAS (Indicated Air
Speed), "Alfred” struggles upwards. They soon encounter the murk that
abounds and have to fly on instruments, with visibility down to zero.

The twenty five Liberators from the 392nd that had been allocated for this
Mission were all safely off the ground, led by the 579 BS - but by now all the
others were totally unseen. Strict flight discipline and skilled flying abilities were
essential. The risk of collision was very real and many had succumbed to this
hazard under these conditions. After some minutes, Arthur Cound gave a new
course to steer. This time the MF (Medium Frequency) radio beacon Buncher 5
located close to Shipdham airfield, provided a valuable and reassuring
navigational aid via the onboard Radio Compass receiver. This facility was
provided in conjunction with the Radio Operator, T/Sgt Parke Kent. The
cancellation of operations over the last few days had been on account of the
atrocious weather conditions. As they climbed through the murk on that cold,
grey and dreary Tuesday morning, any improvement could not have been too
apparent. Upwards, flying on instruments alone, Colby Waugh and Co-pilot
Jimmie Barton took them through the overcast and at the same time keeping
them within the pre-designated Assembly corridor for the 392nd. This
‘corridor' was about 5 miles wide and was located over the mouth of the Wash
and extended from just inland on the Norfolk side to the coast of Lincolnshire
on the other.

Clear conditions with a minimum visibility of 1,500 ft were essential for the
next phase of the Mission. A close knit formation was vital. Not only did it
assist in the concentration of the bombing pattern but, most importantly, it
also provided the best possible mutual defence fire-power against enemy fighter
attack.

Backwards and forwards, climbing all the time, they finally broke through
the overcast. Into the clear blue sky and sunshine but where the temperature
was many degrees below zero. Now the Group could assemble and take up
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their designated positions in the formation. This again was a difficult period for
the pilots. The fully laden Liberator was not easy to handle but the object was
to close-up and form a tight-knit entity. Prop wash from other nearby B-24's
became a very real problem and the pilots had to exert great skill to achieve the
mutually beneficial pattern.

Probably at something in the region of 10,000 ft and during the later stages
of Group assembly, either Jimmie Barton or Arthur Cound called for the crew
to ‘go to oxygen'. From then on there would be checks every fifteen minutes
with all the crew in order to ensure that all was well. A loss of oxygen would
render a person unconscious within a few minutes and death would follow
shortly afterwards. When Group assembly was completed (normally taking
berween 30 and 60 minutes) and at a pre-determined time, all 25 Wendling
based B-24's headed for the Combat Wing Assembly Point

Meanwhile and before reaching 10,000 ft, the Bombardier Lt Virgil
Thomson, or somebody designated by him, will have gone to the bomb bay and
removed the safety pins from the bombs. This was necessary before they
became iced up and this task was probably carried out quite early into the
Mission on this day. About this time too, Engineer Lester Wagner will have
transferred fuel between the auxiliary and the main tanks.

Some 20 minutes after joining up with the 44th BG, they proceeded to the
Division Assembly Point. Here they circled over another MF radio beacon,
Splasher 5 located at Mundesley, near Cromer in North Norfolk. Again, an
extremely difficult and hazardous operation. On this particular morning, there
were no fewer than 568 other ‘heavies’, all milling around and trying to do the
same thing and all, of course, experiencing the same difficulties. Nevertheless, it
must have been an awe-inspiring sensation for the crew when they first sighted
and joined this enormous aerial armada as it circled high above the Norfolk
coast.

The 1st Bombardment Division had a total of 263 of their B-17's airborne
for this Mission. They had been involved in a pre-dawn take-off and one that
was described as 'very confusing and difficult’. The 3rd BD despatched another
176 B-17's and in all, with the seven Groups from the 2nd BD providing 130 of
their B-24's, there was a total of 569 heavy bombers in this airborne assault.
486 were to reach and bomb the target, the important port and naval dockyards
at Kiel. In addition to the bombers, the 20th, 55th and 354th Fighter Groups
scrambled 70 of their P-38 Lightnings and 42 P-51 Mustangs in order to
provide fighter escort for the bombers.

Once assembled, the bombers set out for their target. Now flying at a
height of between 15,000 and 20,000 ft, well above the complete overcast below
them and in the intense cold of the upper atmosphere, each aircraft left a very
conspicuous 'contrail’ behind it. Whilst making them feel very naked and
exposed, the enemy would not have needed visual signs of the approaching
formations. Their radar systems would have been watching their progress for
sometime and all the enemy defence systems would be alerted and waiting.

Ten miles outbound, Navigator Arthur Cound advises Radio Operator Parke
Kent to switch off the [FF equipment (Identification Friend or Foe - a radio
device that identifies the aircraft as 'friendly' when picked up by the British Air
Defence radar). Twenty five miles out and the Bombardier asks the Gunners to
check all weapons. They fire a short burst from each gun either down into the
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sea or into a clear section of sky.

Parke Kent, sitting in front of his HF (High Frequency) radio equipments,
listens out on the 2nd Air Division's HQ frequency on the hour and on the half
hour for any coded W/T (Morse) messages that might order a recall or
diversion. The Pilot Colby Waugh and/or his Co-pilot Jim Barton, monitor the
VHF voice channels allocated for this Mission. Strict radio silence is observed at
this stage, unless its use is absolutely essential.

Before entering enemy air space, S/Sgt Edward Murphy, the ball turret
Gunner, enters his confined quarters. The turret is lowered and takes up
position below the fuselage. All Gunners take up their posts and all members are
on full alert. Waist Gunners prepare to release ‘chaff’ at specified times as they
approach the target and will continue to do so whilst over the target area.

Somebody up front says: 'The temperature is almost 60 degrees below
zero'. The contrails are very dark in colour.

The Navigator continues to regularly cali-out times and headings over the
intercom for the benefit of the pilots. This procedure is carried out throughout
the entire mission.

Then the dreaded flak and the enemy fighters as they enter Hostile air
space. As expected, the enemy reaction is ferocious. The 392nd BG records
state that their Group alone encountered up to 50 twin and single engined
German fighters. The flak too was intense. Because of the overcast conditions
which had extended all the way to the target area, bombing had to be carried
out using PFF (radar) techniques.

Over, close to or whilst departing the target, the 392nd BG lost four of
their B-24's, all finding their final resting place in the unforgiving North Sea.
Additionally, one other subsequently landed in Sweden where its crew were
interned. Those lost were: 1/Lt D A Miller and crew of the 576th BS in B-24
"Million Dollar Baby" serial 42-7487. 1/Lt R Lambert in 42-7482 named "Shack
Rat" and 2/Lt C W Rigby in "War Horse" serial 42-7479 and their respective
crews and all from the 577th BS. 1/Lt Hall and his crew in 42-52083 and named
"Out House Mouse” from the 579th BS. It was 1/Lt Page also of the 577th who
managed to land his damaged Liberator "Queen of Peace", 42-7637 at Smedstorp
in neutral Sweden. These were the immediate losses. At least SIX other B-24's
from the Wendling Group had suffered serious damage, three from fighter
attacks and three from the effects of the intense anti-aircraft barrage. Included
amongst the latter was "Alfred”, with our crew aboard.

All the indications are that they received a hit from AA fire just before
'bombs away' and one of the four engines was knocked out. It appears that they
released their bombs before starting their desperate fight to bring the aircraft
and crew back to safety. They were at least 360 miles from Base, with much of
that journey over the inhospitable North Sea. Once clear of the intense flak
around Kiel, lightened by the release of their bombs and having used up half of
their fuel, they 'made it' to the pre-designated 'Rally point’. A rapid and anxious
damage assessment was carried out. In addition to the loss of one engine,
considerable structural damage had been sustained, including severe damage to
the wings and loss of the radio facilities. it was a miracle that they were still
flying.
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They must have been relieved to learn that there were no serious casualties
amongst the crew, although some wounds had almost certainly been sustained.
Even to this day. it is not clear whether or not the Pilot had been injured. At
least one member of the crew suspected that he had but if that was the case, he
certainly did not let them know. To have done so would certainly have
heightened the apprehension that must have been felt by all of those amongst
the crew of "Alfred"”.

Over the period of training and during their previous Missions, the crew
had become a closely knit team. This discipline and team spirit was needed now,
more than at any other time during their service together or indeed, during
their lives.

The first and foremost objective at this point was to keep up with the
formation. They needed the benefit of the combined fire-power provided by
those massed 50 calibres from the other B-24's around them. Collectively, there
was a chance that the fighters could be kept at bay. However, if "Alfred” had to
drop behind. then the enemy would spot their plight and the chances of survival
would be very slim indeed. The speed of the formation outbound from the
target would now be increased and in the order of 160 - 180 mph IAS.

Within ten or fifteen minutes of being hit just before 'bombs away', this
dreaded situation became a reality. However hard they tried, they just could not
keep up with the formation. They had no choice but to lag behind, to become a
straggler. a 'sitting duck' waiting to be 'picked off' by the enemy fighters.
Losing height gradually, they set course for home.

Sure enough, they were savagely attacked and sustained further damage.
Just how they survived this stage of the return flight is not known - but
survive they did. They were alone now and it must have been the efforts of the
Gunners aboard "Alfred” that accounted for their continued existence and the
beating off of the enemy at this stage.

During that flight across the North Sea. all three remaining engines twice
stopped completely. On both occasions, they managed to get them restarted by
putting the nose down and going into a dive - and losing more precious height
in so doing. On that second occasion, the situation appeared so critical and
desperate that Pilot Colby Waugh gave the order "Prepare to ditch". He would
know, as no doubt the rest of the crew knew, their chances of survival in the
treacherous waters below, and which were getting increasingly closer, would be
very limited indeed. This was assuming that theyv could get out of the aircraft
before it broke up and sank to the bottom of the ocean like a stone. The
reputation of the B-24 was not a good one in this respect.

Just before the final ditching decision was implemented and after those three
engines had been restarted, the coast of England was spotied on the distant
horizon. Renewed hope must have surged through the minds and hearts of those
desperate young airmen. Maybe, just maybe, thev would 'make it' even yet.
However, they were losing fuel from the ruptured wing tanks at an alarming

rate. Even with the coast in sight, would there be sufficient to get them back
'home' to England ?

Everything that could be unfastened and moved was jettisoned overboard.
Those involved in these activities had to disconnect themselves from the B-24's
intercom system, the aircraft's internal communications system. Only by doing
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this could they achieve the freedom of movement to carry out these desperate
but vital activities. It did mean however, that those involved could not be made
aware of instructions from the Pilot or Co-pilot. Nor could they be made aware
of the fast changing situation that was developing as the aircraft approached the
coast. Losing height. losing fuel and no doubt, with worsening handling
characteristics, it was a miracle that they had got this far. That they did,
reflects the high resolve and tenacity of all the crew, not least the skills and
determination of the Pilot, Co-pilot and Navigator.

They reached the coast with less than 200 ft to spare, slightly to the west
of Sheringham and right over the cliff top Golf Course. At this point, the
remaining three engines spluttered and cut for the third and final time. The fuel
supplies were exhausted. The time - a few moments before 1434 hrs on that
dreary, cold Tuesday 4 January 1944.

With rising ground ahead, there were very few oprions left for the crew of
"Alfred” and very few split-seconds in which to make a decision ....... . Ahead,
a wooded area and rising ground. To starboard, more trees and no open spaces.
To port - well, just maybe. A fairly lengthy stretch of what looks like open
ground, quite narrow and bordered by woods to starboard and rising ground at
the far end. BUT it is the only possibility. A sharp turn to port before it is too
late, no power and knowing that what little height left would be lost - but no
alternatives. Descending rapidly, they turn and straighten up but marginally too
close to the trees. The starboard wing clips the tops and then scythes through
the pine trees bordering the open ground. They rapidly decelerate and the nose
of the aircraft comes to earth in the soft rising ground in the corner of that
field ......... and suddenly silence. "Alfred” has brought them back - but the
price is terrible. Four of that gallant crew were dead, another survived for a
few days only and the remainder were wounded and shocked.

Had it not been for the skills, team work and airmanship displayved by all of
those crew members, there would have been no survivors.
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Those who died were:

2/Lt Colby A Waugh, Pilot.

2/Lt Arthur L Cound, Navigator.
2/Lt Virgil E Thomson, Bombardier.
S/Sgt Don C Belden, Gunner.

Injured and taken to Cromer Hospital:

S/Sgt Edward R Murphy, Gunner. Died four days later from his injuries.
2/Lt James W Barton, Co-pilot.

T/Sgt Lester L Wagner, Engineer.

T/Sgt Parke V Kent, Radio Operator.

S/Sgt Earl J Johnson, Gunner.

S/Sgt Henry Wilk, Gunner/Armourer.
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CHAPTER 10
The Crash. Eye-Witnesses On The Ground.

Stanley Wright, a farmer who lived at Malthouse Farm, West Beckham,
happened to be in his fields on the high ground just inland from Sheringham
early that Tuesday afternoon. Not unusually, there was plenty of aerial activity
and the Americans were returning from their raids on the Continent. The
weather he recalls was cold, cloudy but dry. He spotted one particular Liberator
flying low over the water and approaching the coast directly in front of him. It
was noticeable that it was losing height and he immediately knew that it was in
serious trouble. The B-24 crossed the coast by the Golf Course at no more than
200 feet and he thought. flying on just two engines. Almost immediately after
making landfall, the Liberator turned sharply to port. He watched transfixed as
it was lost to his view as it stalled into the rising ground just behind the rtrees
that were located between him and the town of Sheringham.

Mr Wright, now close to 80 years old, vividly recalls the scene. He
remembers that the aircraft was visibly badly damaged, in particular the
starboard wing. Additionally, the port wing and the tail unit had also suffered
damage. He recalls: "as the aircraft turned to port and broadside on to where [
was standing, vou could plainly see daylight through the wings. It was obvious
that everything was being done that could be done but sadly they could not
maintain flying speed and she sank rapidly to the ground”.

Much nearer to the point of impact, the father of May Ayers, Henry West,
was collecting broken branches from the trees in the wooded area just behind
Sheringham Town. With the shortage of coal and the bitterly cold winter,
additional fuel was useful in order to keep the home warm. He normally took his
first grandson with him on these expeditions but in view of the bitterly cold
weather, young Christopher was left behind with his Mother and Granny. It
was just as well. Whilst gathering up broken branches close to the edge of the
wood and without warning, an enormous and deafening crashing noise. Suddenly
branches flying over his head and in every direction. "One of those American
bombers” crashed through the trees very close to where he stood. Then. just as
suddenly - silence. Totally amazed at what had happened, Mr West cautiously
approached the plane, not knowing what to expect next. Fire. explosion, who
knows....... ? Furthermore, what looked like bombs scattered everywhere !
Stopping close to the wrecked aircraft, he was reassured to find a crew member
who had got clear and who told him that it was "alright" to get closer. Mr West
approached the nose of the stricken aircraft and found crew members trapped in
that area. Some sadly beyond help but some that could be saved. He tried
desperately to get one out but could not do so without additional help. After
what seemed like an eternity, Mr West spotted "a young chap” running across
the fields from the direction of Upper Sheringham.

The "young chap”, (although not identified at the time by Mr West) was 28
vears old farm worker Charlie Gant. Fifty years on he recalled: "I will never
forget it. T was working in a field about three quarters of a mile from the cliff
top opposite Sheringham Golf Course and it would be around 2.30 in the
afternoon. I saw the B-24 approaching from the sea, very low and in obvious
difficulty. 1 think at least two of its engines were out of action. Once over land,
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the plane veered to the left. In so doing. the Liberator lost height and its
starboard wing tip struck trees on rising ground at the edge of the wood on the
seaward side of the area known as Pretty Corner”. Watching in horror, Mr Gant
saw and heard the crash which had occurred only several hundred vards from
where he stood. He ran as fast as he could to the stricken aircraft, recalling that
he shed his overcoat on the way and that he did not recover it until the
following day !

On reaching the crash site, Charlie found a scene of total devastation.
Smashed trees along the edge of the wood where the wing had scythed its path,
broken and twisted metal, death and destruction. The badly damaged nose
section was lving in the corner of the field with trees ahead and to the
starboard, the tail section less badly damaged and lying in the field. Mr Gant
recalls: "to my surprise. there were two apparently unhurt crew members
running around outside the plane but in an obvious state of shock. They were
shouting 'Get help, get help’. Charlie climbed into the nose section. To his
horror, he found four airmen who were obviously beyond help and who he
considered would have been killed instantly when the aircraft impacted. But he
did make another discovery. Mr Gant continues: "My second surprise and one
which 1 will never forget, was to find another member of the crew sitting on
one of those 'toadstool’ type seats positioned just behind the pilot's and co-
pilot's position. He appeared to be entirely unharmed and intact. I offered to
help this chap out of the wreckage but he replied 'see to the others'.

Back to Mr West's account. "When this chap got to me (undoubtedly
Charlie Gant), we got three out but one was dead. The other two we carried out
of the wood to a safer place and [ then lit them a cigarette and covered them
with my overcoat to try and keep them warm. One of their buddies came over
and said that we should move them further from the wreckage as they were
smoking. This we did. The Fire Brigade and Doctor arrived and 1 stopped with
these two and held their arm whilst the Doctor gave them an injection to lessen
the pain. They were then taken away by ambulance and I returned home".

Meanwhile, another eye-witness had a grandstand view as the Liberator
approached that last resting place. Ten years old Brian Cooper was with a
number of other youngsters playing on the little hill into which the aircraft
crashed. That hill is now tree covered but fifty years ago it was an area of
gorse, bracken and brambles. The children had heard the aircraft approaching,
coming directly towards them and very low. The engines were spluttering and
misfiring and it appeared that the pilot was trying to land in the long field ahead
of them. However, it seemed to them as if the plane side-slipped into the trees,
possibly caught by the strong north easterly wind blowing off the sea. The
starboard wing struck the trees, the Liberator seemed to slightly increase height
momentarily - and then 'mosed in'. It came to an abrupt halt in the corner of the
field at the foot of the hill on which they were standing and, in actual fact,
perilously close to them ! That drab green 110 ft wing spanned monster must
have been an awe-inspiring sight as it headed directly towards the group of
voungsters, one wing thundering and splintering its way through the trees.
Initially slightly above them but losing height as it approached and crashing to
earth not many yards in front of them. Brian says that " he does not recall
being frightened” !!

Two of the lads went running off to summon assistance and Brian later
learned that they stopped a car on nearby Holway Road for this purpose.
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The remaining boys, including Brian Cooper. approached the front of the
aircraft and saw that the nose section was shartered right up to the windshield.
The yvoungsters continued around the largely undamaged port wing and then
approached the fuselage with the trailing edge of the wing on their left. At the
wing root they found two crew members, both standing. One was holding his
left side where apparently, a metal fragment had penetrated. He was leaning
against the wing root which was about waist height above the ground. The other
crewman, who had his arm around the first, spoke to the boys. He said that he
had injured his ankle jumping from the wrecked plane but appeared otherwise
uninjured. This airman asked to borrow the axe that Brian had in his hand in
order to try and help his fellow crewmen who were trapped in the nose section
of the aircraft.

Brian remembers the shattered starboard wing and the mangled trees but
cannot now recall if the tail section had broken from the fuselage or if it was
still attached.

Within twenty minutes of the crash, a large number of helpers had arrived
at the scene. Brian remembers seeing an ambulance cross the field from the
Holway Road end of Butts Lane. He also recalls that a British Army guard took
up duty around the site and that some of the larger pieces of wreckage were
there for almost a week.

A young schoolgirl eve-witness, now Mrs Jean Garrad. was in Upper
Sheringham village at the time of the incident and recalls seeing the B-24 pass
low overhead. She quickly realised that the plane was in serious trouble and was
about to crash. With a friend, she cycled at all speed to where it had landed.
Jean remembers seeing two of the airmen, one lying on the bank bordering the
wood with his head in his hands. The other one 'staggering around’, obviously
dazed and shocked. She remembers too seeing the local GP, Dr Lawson, arriving
on the scene and administering assistance to the crew. Soon after this, she and
her yvoung school friend were ushered away from the immediate area of the

crash. Her friend recalls seeing metal foil strips, "Chaff", scattered around the
field.

Another schoolboy, voung Bob Dorey, was also quickly on the scene after
seeing the B-24 pass close over the tower of All Saints Church in the village.
Bob remembers the arrival of the local Fire Brigade and also recalls seeing the
crewmen recovering on the bank between the field and the woods. Several local
people were on the scene and rendering assistance including, amongst others. a
Mrs Harmer, wife of a Policeman.

Finally, the recollections of that day as recalled almost fifty years later by
Mrs May Ayers, daughter of Mr Henry West. May told me:

"My recollections of this day are still quite vivid, although many years have
passed. As my Father has recorded in his Notes, it was a very cold January
day, grey and overcast with a north easterly wind and squalls of snow at times.
My Mother and I were busy with some early Spring cleaning and had planned to
do out the pantry and this was often a whole day's task. Therefore, we were a
bit 'put out’ when Father announced that it was far too cold to take my little
son with him that day and would leave him behind with us. Whenever Father
had gone with his little barrow, Christopher had always pleaded to go with him
into the woods.



My Father must have set off about 2 o'clock. after we had our dinner and
we carried on with our work. It must have been about 3.30 pm when he
returned, looking quite a bit upset and also smelling very strongly of petrol. His
first words to us were - "I'm something glad I didn't take that little boy with
me today, there's been a terrible crash in the woods with one of them American
bombers. It was awful”. He went on to say that when he first saw it, he did not
know where to run. He had been gathering wood in the area near Butts Lane,
which leads into Upper Sheringham. When he realised that the plane was
crashing, he ran into the woods expecting it to explode. He said that the noise
as it crashed into the trees was terrific, then all was silence. Gradually he heard
men shouting for help. He went back to the plane and one of he survivors called
out to him saying that it would not explode as they were out of fuel.

My Father then got into the front of the plane to try and get the men out.
He said that he knew that several of them were dead or dyving as they were all
flung on top of each other and were very badly injured. He could not get them
out by himself. He told us that he had sent some boys to get help. Who they
were, I never knew. (Note: see Brian Cooper's comments carlier).

Father said that he had lain them (ie: some crew members) on a bank with
the help of someone who had arrived by now. (Note: Charlie Gant). He had lit
them a cigarette and covered them with his overcoat. When the ambulance
arrived, he returned home".

May continues: "Mother and 1 set off towards the crash site. The field was
to the east of the lane adjoining the wood, the latter consisting mostly of fir and
pine trees. The severely damaged plane had 1 think, been attempting a landing
but the strong wind must have blown it into the wood where it hit all the trees,
clipping them off as it plunged to the .corner of the field. For many vears
afterwards you could see the descent of the plane by these broken trees. On
reaching the field, along with other people, we saw debris everywhere. Bits of
plane, remnants of flying jackets. Maps of Kiel, helmets. electrical wiring,
gloves, papers and all sorts of items .............
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CHAPTER 11
Other Reporis & Aspects

In this Chapter, we look at the other accounts and reports which have come
to light reference the happenings on that fateful January day in 1944. The tragic
crash as related by members of the crew. A first-hand account of a similar but
less unhappy ordeal that occurred on the very same Mission to a crewman from
another Squadron of the 392nd. Other activities conducted by the Allies and by
the enemy, reports and communiques relating to or taking place on or around 4
January 1944.

We start with some Official reports from the wartime records. Brief and
impersonal. These are followed by others that are more descriptive and which
clearly portray the intensity of the tragedy.

00000

There are two relevant entries for 4 January 1944 in the Civil Defence War
Diary that was maintained at the CD County Control Room in Norwich.
The first one timed at 1552 hrs reads:
"From Northern (ie: North Norfolk CD Area). Police report aircraft crashed at
Pretty Corner, Sheringham. No details”.
The second, timed at 1759 hrs reads:
"From Northern at 1755 hrs. Liberator completely smashed at 1434 hrs at
............ (grid reference). Crew of ten. Six injured in Cromer Hospital. Four
dead in Sheringham Mortuary. Police informed".

Notes:

i.  An earlier entry at 1430 hrs refers to another crash, this one at Cawston,
10 miles inland from Sheringham. This was B-17 serial 42-29923, of the 381st
BG (H) based at Ridgewell in Suffolk. This aircraft ran out of fuel whilst
returning from the same raid on Kiel. Two crew members were killed in the
crash.

ii. The CD Diary records the weather in Norfolk on that day as: "Fine. Cold.
Wind fresh north westerly".

Details of their experience are revealed in a letter sent to Mrs Waugh by
Henry Wilk. Written soon after the War and dated 20 January 1946, the letter
is written when he was back home and unrestricted by censorship requirements.
He writes:

"It (4 January 1944) was a very bad day and the weather was terrible for
flying. We were throwing contrails all the way because of the weather.We were
very late reaching our target and missed our fighter escort. At the target and
most of the way back, we encountered enemy fighters and we certainly took a
beating. About ten or fifteen minutes after ‘bombs away', we had to leave our
formation because we were badly shot up and could not keep up. That meant a
trip home alone and with one engine gone - the others running but we didn't
know for how long. The radio was shot up and well, to be honest, the ship
should not have been in the air”.

"As far as 1 know, no one was injured, though we were not sure about Lt
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Waugh and he would not say if he was or not. He sure was a great pilot and I
still do not know how he and Lt Barton brought the ship back as far as they
did. Twice on the trip home the remaining three engines quit on us and each
time they got them running again after a short dive. After thev cut out the
second time, Lt Waugh gave the order to prepare for ditching, that is a water
landing. We were coming down gradually and at a few thousand feet above
water we sighted the coast of England, so we were going to try and make it
back to Base. Just as we got to the coast, the engines cut out for the third time
and we never did pull out of the dive. Lt Waugh did do his best to make a belly
landing but our wing caught in a grove of trees and spun us into a hill, nose
first. 1 managed to crawl out of the planc after a time but could do nothing (to
help)".

"Sgt Murphy was pinned inside the plane and we couldn't ger him out until
later. Sgt Belden was beyond the stage of being helped and as for Lts Waugh,
Cound and Thomson, I never did see them as they carried us away to
Hospital”.

Henry concluded by saying: "Wish we could have flown our ship "Ginger"
in combat, she would have brought us all back ........ "

Almost fifty years later, in a letter to the author dated 28 February 1994
and the first from Henry after he had been 're-discovered’ alive and well and
living in Florida, he again recalled the incident. He pointed out that now, not
surprisingly, there were blanks in his memory. But he did remember that - "I
‘came to' out of the aircraft and on top of the wing. I don't know if 1 was
thrown out or If ] crawled out. I do recall seeing someone running towards us
and then stopping. Some of our oxygen bottles were scattered about and they
would look like bombs from a distance”.

Henry continued: "The next thing I remember is being carried through a
field and woods (or the woods were nearby). 1 don't remember another thing
until I woke up in the whitest Hospital room I ever saw. I've heard that we
spent three or four days there but it could possibly have been longer because I
learned later from my Mother that she received a telegram from the War
Department stating that I was 'Missing in Action'".

Cromer Hospital records confirm that six United States Army Air Force
personnel were admitted on 4 January 1944 but unfortunately no other details
have been accessed. It is perhaps of interest to note too that this quite small
Hospital also admitted five British Servicemen on the same day but the reasons
for their admission are unknown.

The "whitest Hospital room” ever seen by Henry has been identified as the
"Side Ward” by an ex-member of the Hospital's domestic staff. However, in
spite of strenuous efforts, it has not been possible to locate any of the wartime
nursing staff who were present at the time that members of the crew were being
cared for at Cromer. Sadly, the resident Doctor during the War years and
indeed for a period before and for very many vears after the War, only died a
few years ago at the grand old age of 90 plus ! Dr Donald Vaughan, a Veteran
of the First World War and the Roval Flying Corps, was widely renowned and
acknowledged for his immense medical skills. Nobody requiring medical attention
could have been in better hands. We can be absolutely assured that everything
that could be done for them, was done.
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Mrs Mary Barton, widow of Co-pilot Jimmy Barton, in a letter written to
the author during February 1994 relates that her late husband frequently
recalled the incident. He used to say that "they knew they were going to crash
but there was no panic, just silence". After the crash "he could hear people
talking and a man asked him if he could do anything for him". (Almost certainly
either Mr West or Mr Gant.) He also recalled hearing children's voices. Lt
Barton suffered a broken leg and vision damage to one eve and was to spend
long periods in Hospital.

Further correspondence from Mrs Barton recalls that her husband had told
her that they had taken an enormous amount of ground flak and that their fuel
tanks were ruptured and nearly empty when they crashed. They had hoped to
get the plane down on open ground but they struck trees and the top turret was
torn off and sadly caused the fatalities. Jimmy was thrown clear of much of the
wreckage and was still strapped to his seat.

S/Sgt Lester Wagner, Engineer aboard "Alfred”, wrote in later years: "On 4
January 1944, 1 was on an Operational Combat Mission aboard a B-24 aircraft
to Kiel, Germany. We were hit heavy by anti-aircraft fire and enemy aircraft
attacks. We were shot up badly and proceeded back to England and crash landed
short of an emergency field just inside England. I received injuries and was
taken by ambulance to a civilian Hospital at Cromer, England. 1 was in that
Hospital for about a week before our Flight Surgeon had me taken to a Field

Hospital by ambulance ....... . .

In a letter dated 17 January 1944 (less than a fortnight after the crash), Jim
Byrd wrote to Lt Arthur Cound's brother George. Jim was then serving as a
S/Sgt member of Lt Cliff Petersons crew (see Chapter 6, page 29) at Wendling,
and like our crew also in the 578th Squadron. Jim wrote of Arthur: "I'm sorry

that I didn't get to know him better. He was certainly a prince of a fellow and a
fine officer”.

Jim Byrd went on to say that he had spoken to one of the surviving crew
members from the Colby Waugh crew and quoted thar (unidentified) person's
comments reference the incident. Jim reported:

"On 4 January we bombed a target in north west Germany, which I cannot
name because of censorship. The raid, as | remember, was a tough one and our
Group was hit pretty hard. His ship (Arthur Cound’s) was hit by fighters after
bombing the target and was pretty well shot up”.

"In spite of the damage, they made it back to the English coast but the ship
was so badly shot up that the gas leaked out of the wing tanks and they were
forced to crash land the crippled ship here in England. He (Arthur Cound) was
evidently killed in the crash”.

Jim continued: "All that can be said is that he died doing his duty for his
Country. I know this seems small consolation in place of his loss but to us who
knew him, he will never be forgotten. We'll continue to do our job here and
finish the work he started, with the hope that some day in the future we will not
have to pay such a price for our liberty”.

Truly remarkably moving and uplifting words written to the brother of a
dead Buddy by a young Texan serving overseas. Words composed whilst he was
himself participating in regular and bloody battles with the enemy. Sadly, Jim
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Byrd was shortly 1o join Arthur and so many others on the list of those Killed
in Action ........ :

And now an account with a happier ending. S/Sgt Marvin Graham was a ball
turret Gunner on B-24 "Jive Bomber", serial 42-109814 of the 379th BS of the
392nd BG. Fifty years after that 4 January 1944 Mission he wrote:

"I was not acquainted with them (the Colby Waugh crew) as they were in
another Squadron, though the plane itself ("Alfred") was a familiar name to me.
What [ can tell you about though, is that the Kiel Mission of 4 January was our
crew's second and it was as tough as they come. The hardest part for me was
that my electric heated suit did not work because 1 suspect the flak destroyed
the power to my turret. The only thing that kept me sort of warm was that |
was so frightened and so busy that the blood pounding through my bodyv kept
me from freezing !".

"Over the target we lost two engines and were so shot up that we thought
of trying to go to Sweden. However, the pilot decided to try and get back home
because the Germans were attacking every plane that had to leave formation to
ry to get to Sweden and were shooting them down. What our pilot did was to
go down to about 200 to 300 feet above the North Sea, so that we could not be
picked up too easily and we were lucky enough, and he was skilful enough, for
us to get back. We threw everything overboard that we could to lighten the
plane, including the guns towards the end. We got back to our Base so late that
we had been given up for lost as we did not have any radio contact either as it
got all shot up".

Marvin continued: "We had a practice at our Base to divide up any items
that were not to be sent back to the families as personal enough items. I had a
wonderful pair of boots that had been made in South America and I had to go
around and collect them back, as they really were a prize !".

Happily Marvin survived the War, still greatly enjovs life and lives in
Denver, Colorado with his British born wife Pat.

There were other lucky escapes during this Mission to Kiel. T/Sgt Fred
Wagner (could he be any relation of T/Sgt Lester Wagner of our crew?), a crew
member in a B-17 of the 384th BG actually fell from the open bomb bay of his
aircraft as it was leaving the target area. He was in the bomb bay attempting to
release some bombs that had stuck when his oxygen failed. He rapidly ‘passed
out’ and slipped through the open bomb bay doors ! Tumbling through the sky,
he fortunately revived as he reached a lower altitude and safely deployed his
parachute.

Of the 569 heavy bombers despatched on this Mission to Kiel, 130 were
B-24's of the 2nd Bombardment (Air) Division and the rest made up of B-17's
from the st and 3rd BD's. Of these, 486 attacked the target. A total of 1,069
tons of bombs were dropped. Six B-24's and 11 B-17's were listed as Missing
in Action. A further 127 aircraft were damaged, including 16 of the Liberators.
Twenty two aircrew were Killed in Action, 53 were wounded and 170 personnel
were listed as Missing in Action.

The 392nd BG's loss of five of their aircraft accounted for the highest
individual Bombardment Group loss on this Mission. Additionally, a further
three B-24's from the 392nd were listed as 'landed at other bases or crashed’.
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Included under this heading was the Colby Waugh crew in "Alfred” and another
that was damaged and diverted to Sweden and the crew interned. A 379th BG
B-17 also sought refuge in neutral Sweden. Another B-17 crashed on take-off,
two more ditched in the North Sea and fortunately both crews were rescued. A
B-24 of the 44th BG crash landed on returning to its Base at Shipdham when
both landing gears collapsed. A Tibenham based B-24 crash landed at Birch.
There was also the 381st BG B-17 that came down at Cawston, Norfolk and
which has already been mentioned earlier in this Chapter.

The 392nd Mission Report for 4 January confirms that 26 B-24 aircraft
were despatched. Three aborted and returned to Base early. Twenty three
attacked the target, 5 were lost to enemy action over the target area. 923
bombs were dropped on the target, 364 were jettisoned. 20.850 rounds of 0.5
ins ammunition were expended by aircraft reaching the target and another
30,000 rounds were expended or lost by aircraft that were missing or lost.
Three other aircraft landed at other bases or crashed. including "Alfred”, as
already recorded. Six of the 392nd B-24's that returned to Base were damaged.
three by fighters and another three by flak.

Of the 112 fighters deploved on this Mission, P-38's and P-51's, two were
lost, both of the pilots being listed as Missing in Action. Another pilot was
wounded.

The bomber gunners claimed 4 enemy aircraft destroyed, 12 probable and
another 4 damaged. The fighters claimed 1 enemy destroyed. 1 probable and 4
damaged.

Because of the adverse weather conditions, PFF bombing techniques had to
be adopted and bombs were dropped on the flares of the leading pathfinders.

[t is interesting to note the contemporary Newspaper reports on the Raid,
quoting from various sources. Those for Wednesday 5 January 1944 state:

"US Military HQ announced last night that 8th Air Force heavy bombers,
escorted by USAAF and RAF fighters, attacked objectives in north west
Germany yesterday. Few enemy fighters were encountered but flak was intense
for some Groups. Eighteen heavy bombers and two fighters were missing”.
Note: The Official post-War assessment put the Missing in Action figures as 17
bombers and 2 fighters.

The Newspapers further report: "Danish radio said that four US heavy
bombers had been shot down by German AA guns”.

Further: "Swedish radio reports that one B-17 crashed at Svendborg.
Another crash landed near Kalundborg in north west Zealand, eight crew
members were unhurt. A B-24 crashed near Simrishamm in the south west
corner of Sweden. Nine members of this crew were unhurt and one slightly
wounded”.

Note: It is assumed that the latter refers to the B-24 from the 392nd BG.

These reports are followed by a typical German News Agency quote of the
time. It reads:

"The German News Agency states that Kiel was raided by US heavy
bombers yesterday and described it as a "terror attack”. A great number of
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incendiary and phosphorous bombs were dropped and caused great damage.
especially to the residential and university quarter. Incendiaries caused very
serious damage to the historic castle”.

The following day, 6 January, the Newspaper reported a joint communique
that was issued on the previous dav by the (British) Air Ministry and the US
Military HQ. It reads:

"A large force of 8th Air Force heavy bombers escorted and supported by
USAAF 8th AF and RAF fighters attacked the shipvards at Kiel and the
marshalling yards at Munster on Tuesday (4 January). Good results were
reported despite heavy cloud over the targets. At Kiel, large fires and much
smoke were observed in the attack. The light fighter opposition was driven off
by the escorts which destroyed eight enemy fighters. The bombers destroved
four enemy aircraft. In supporting sweeps, the RAF destroyed five enemy
aircraft. Eighteen heavy bombers and three fighters are missing”.

The article goes on to say: "The Kiel raid was directed against the
submarine and shipbuilding areas of Kiel. Clouds obscured the targets but
occasional breaks enabled crews to report good results. They saw fires and a
heavy pall of smoke over the city. There was intense flak over Kiel. The heavies
flew in strong winds and extreme cold and some crews declared that the weather
was their greatest obstacle. They reported temperatures of 50 to 55 degrees
below zero”.

The other raid carried out by the Sth AF and referred to above was
conducted by 75 B-17's of the 3rd. Bombardment Division against Munster
City. Two aircraft collided near the target and another crash landed on return.
In the latter case, the crew were safe. The B-17's were supported by no less
than 430 P-47's. The fighters claimed 7 enemy aircraft destroved and two
damaged for no losses to themselves.

RAF 2 Group provided Diversionary Raids, known as Ramrods, in support
of the 8th Air Force activities. Coinciding with the raid on Munster, RAF
Mitchells, Bostons and Mosquitoes attacked targers in the St Quenton and
Abbeville areas of France. Closely supported by Spitfires, these operations were
designed to attract the interest of the defending enemy fighters.

Additionally, it may be of interest to briefly look at RAF Bomber
Command's involvements during the same period. On the night of 2/3 January,
383 bombers attacked Berlin for the loss of 27 Lancasters. There were some
"Minor Operations’ carried out during the same night. These included a raid by a
small number of Mosquitoes on Duisburg and Bristillerie, 'Intruder’ patrols by
Beaufighters, 26 aircraft minelaying off the Frisian Islands and off French ports
plus 25 Operational Training Unit (OTU) sorties. There were no losses from
these latter activities.

The atrocious weather that limited the activities of the American 8th Air
Force, similarly curtailed RAF bomber activities during the night of 3/4
January. Just six Mosquitoes were sent to Solingen and two io Essen.
Fortunately, there were no losses from these 'nuisance raids’.

On the night following the daylight raid on Kiel on 4 January. RAF Bomber
Command despatched 80 aircraft against two V-1 Flying Bomb sites. One in the
Pas De Calais and another near Cherbourg. Both attacks were effective and no
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aircraft were lost. Additionally, 25 aircraft were involved on 'Special Operations'
in connection with the Resistance groups operating on the Continent. Again,
fortunately, no losses. Under the heading of 'Minor Operations’, the records for
the same night list 'nuisance factor raids' by 13 Mosquitoes on Berlin, 3 against
Krefeld and 2 sent to Cologne. There were 4 Radio Counter Measure (RCM)
sorties to mislead enemy defence systems, 40 aircraft were out again minelaying
off Lorient and Brest and OTU's conducted a further 8 operational sorties.
Bomber Command's luck held and, again, there were no losses. Finally, the
same evening, four B-17's of the 1st BD of the 8th AF dropped 800,000 leaflets
over the Orleans, Lorient, Rouen and Tours areas of Occupied France. Again,
happily. no losses.

Enemy aircraft activity over this country was very limited during January
1944. There were 611 night sorties directed against Southern England and East
Anglia. 36 of these enemy aircraft were destroyed. During the period of direct
interest, there were raids by a small force of enemy bombers and fighter-
bombers over Southern England on the night of 2/3 January. One person was
killed as a result. A similar attack took place during the night of 4/5 January.
No casualties are recorded but one JU-88 was shot down in the English
Channel, 3 miles south of Hastings, by an RAF Mosquito aircraft. There were
Nno SUrvivors.

And so the War went on

00000

But on a lighter note, those lucky enough to have a few hours off for
relaxation would have found the following films and shows available in
Norwich:

At the Theatre Roval - "Goody Two Shoes".
The Hippodrome also had a Christmas Pantomime - "Cinderella”.

At the Cinemas:

The Carlton - "True To Life".

The Haymarket - "Holy Matrimony".

Regent - "The Yellow Canary”.

The Odeon - "The Miracle of Morgan's Creek”.
Theatre de Luxe - "Jungle Book".
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CHAPTER 12
Post - 4 January 1844

In this Chapter we will try and record some of the less immediate aspects of
the crash. Many very personal and moving, some more detached but
collectively they help build up the impact of the events that took place on that
January day in 1944.

As already mentioned, the six injured crew members were taken to Cromer
Hospital by ambulance after receiving initial treatment at the scene of the crash
from the local medical practioner Dr Lawson. The four dead airmen were taken
to Sheringham Mortuary.

We know that ball turret Gunner S/Sgt Edward Murphy had been severely
injured and his spinal cord severed. Tragically, Edward died in Hospital on
Saturday 8 January 1944.

Lt Jimmy Barton had received a broken leg and damage to an eye. He was
in Cromer Hospital for at least a week and later transferred to a Field Hospital.
Here he was detained for at least two months and because of the persistent eye
problem, was unable to resume flying duties and was eventually returned to the
United States.

T/Sgt Lester Wagner spent sometime in Hospital with Lt Barton. Lester had
received frostbite to his face, hands and feet. Whilst over the target area he
received lacerations from shrapnel and ruptured eardrums. He spent a week at
Cromer Hospital and was then taken by ambulance to a Field Hospital where he
was detained for another two weeks. Lester was subsequently certified unfit for
further flying duties but remained in the ETO on ground-based tasks..

S/Sgt Henry Wilk, tail gunner/armourer aboard "Alfred”, received injuries
to his head and leg as a result of the crash landing. He spent several days in
Cromer Hospital but we are uncertain precisely how long he had to receive
treatment for his injuries. We do know that he recovered from this ordeal after
a short period of recuperation in Scotland and as recorded later, continued his
flying duties.

T/Sgt Parke Kent, Radio Operator, suffered a sprained back and a broken
ankle as a result of the crash. With the others he was taken to Cromer and then
transferred to the Base Hospital at Wendling. When he had recovered, Parke
was put in charge of a training programme for Radio Operators at the Base -
and would only be required to fly again when an extra Operator was needed. It
was not too long before that requirement materialised, as we will see in the next
Chapter.

S/Sgt Earl Johnson, Gunner, was taken to Cromer Hospital but we have no

other details except that he did not fly again and that, happily, he survived the
War,

Note:
The 231st American Army Air Force Station Hospital operated from
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Redgrave Park, Suffolk (close to the border with Norfolk) from late 1943. It
transferred to and operated from Morley Hall, Wymondham, Norfolk as from 3
March 1944. It 1s not known if this was the "Field Hospital" referred to above
but it does seem likely.

A commonly expressed remark from relatives of the crew has been their
great regret that letters from home were, at best, very seldom received by their
loved ones in the ETO. This must have been very disconcerting for all of those
involved. Mail from home is always one of the highlights of any Serviceman's
life. It must have been particularly distressing for relatives to have returned to
them large numbers of undelivered letters, addressed to a loved one and after he
had lost his life overseas. In one case where a son died in this crash, as many as
seventy five undelivered letters and a number of parcels were returned unopened
to his parents. Mail delivery must have been complicated by the fact that the
crew spent much of their time moving around between Bases during their first
six or seven weeks in this country.

One of Colby Waugh's brothers, Norman, served as an Infantryman in the
US Army. He arrived in England shortly after the crash in which his brother
died. Norman tried desperately to learn as much as possible about the tragedy.
This must have been a difficult and painful task for him in wartime Britain,
coupled with the constrictions placed upon him as a serving soldier. Norman
survived the War after fighting across Europe with the US Third Army but has
sadly died in post-War years. His sister Carolyn and brother Stanley have
kindly passed on letters written by Norman to their Mother at that sad time for
the family. In a letter dated 6 March 1944, Norman wrote:

"Dearest Mother, I have learned a lot this weekend about Colby's last trip. I
went to Sheringham on the 4th. I got there about midnight and stayed with
some British soldiers. They told me that night how the plane came in. The next
morning they took me out to where the crash occurred From there I went to
the Hospital (Note: this will be Cromer Hospital). They said only the survivors
were brought there. Six in all. It seems that, or rather they told me that, he
was shipped from there to his Base. I did not have time to go out there. I may
get another leave later on but will check further first”.

Norman goes on to describe the crash as told to him bv the British
soldiers: "The plane, a Liberator, was returning from a raid. It came in on one
motor at very low altitude. As a matter of fact, it just made land. They tried for
a clearing but missed. The plane itself was quite badly shot up and from what I
gathered, the boys did a swell job to get back to English soil........... . Now
you know the telegram said he died at Sheringham. Of the crew and officers of
ten, three were killed outright. Colby was still conscious when removed from
the plane and it's possible he lived half an hour. I could tell you more of the
whereabouts of his Base but for their protection I will not give you the name of
the town. .........

It says much for Norman's determination that he was able to ascertain so
much information about the circumstances of the incident during what must have
been a very short stay in the Sheringham area.

On 29 April 1944 Norman again wrote to his Mother:

"Here 1is the letter you have been waiting for, for so long. Yesterday I
visited Colby's grave. It is in a beautiful American Cemetery and I am sorry but
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I cannot tell you where it is located. However I have two snapshots of the place
and | am sending one in this letter and one in the next one. They said I could
tell you that it is only a few miles out of London. It is also more than a
hundred miles from where he crashed”.

"After I got to it and saw how everything was, I went back 10 a nearby
town and got some flowers. I wanted a wreath but they said they would have to
have a day to make one. They did make me a spray. We call it a bouquet. It
consisted of tulips, both red and yellow and narcissus, double and single. It was
the best they had. I then took it and gently placed it on his grave".

"The Captain in charge of the Cemetery told me that they had a full Military
Funeral with a Protestant Chaplain. I noticed also, Mother, that two of his
buddies lay on one side and one on the other”. (Note: these will be Lt Arthur
Cound, Lt Virgil Thomson and S/Sgt Don Belden).

Norman finished the letter with the comment that he feels much better since
he visited the grave and the wish that "the Good Lord be with him always”.

Note:

The Cemetery referred to is at Brookwood in the county of Surrey, near
Woking and a few miles south west of London. It was originally a WWI
Cemetery and was re-opened during WWII as a temporary burial ground for US
personnel.

Lt Virgil Thomson was later transferred from Brookwood to Cambridge
and remains there to this day (Block D, Row 4, Grave 19).

. THOVISERY
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Photograph 5. Lt Virgil E Thomson's Grave, Cambridge American Military
Cemetery. England. 1994.
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After the crash, S/Sgt Edward Murphy was buried at the Cambridge
American Military Cemetery. The bodies of Colby Waugh, Arthur Cound, Don
Belden and Edward Murphy were subsequently returned to the United States.
Lt Colby Waugh was finally put to rest in Arlington National Cemetery and Lt
Arthur Cound is buried in the family plot in Mission Burial Park, San Antonio,
Texas.

It was in early March 1944 that two of the surviving crew responded to a
letter received from Mr and Mrs Cound. parents of Navigator Arthur Cound.
S/Sgt Earl Johnson wrote to say how glad they were to receive the letter, as
none of them had an address to which they could write. He also explained that
they had all spent time in Hospital. He goes on to say:

“I'm afraid I can't give vou the exact details of that Mission as the Censor
won't let it through but it was all due to enemy action”. Earl explains that those
who died are buried in England but that he is not permitted to give the name of
the Cemetery. He reports that they were given a Military Funeral. Earl
continues: "Maybe it would help for vou to know that your son was responsible
for all of us getting back and we were proud to have known him and flown with
him”. Earl concluded the letter by expressing the wish that they all hoped to get
the opportunity of visiting the Cemetery.

A few days later, T/Sgt Lester Wagner responded to the same letter from
Mr and Mrs Cound. He said that they would be seeing the Chaplain about
flowers for Arthur's grave and that they would all be glad to do anything they
could to help. The letter continued:

"Speaking for the crew and myself, we thought Lt Cound was a fine fellow
and he was a good friend of ours. He did his job well and with his best efforts.
I am sorry for what happened and I send my deepest sympathy. War is a
terrible thing and it causes a lot of distress and heart breaking. We had a good
crew and I think the best but we hit hard luck. We did our job as good as we
could”.

We know too that Henry Wilk wrote to Mrs Waugh on his return to the
US. (See page 49). He also took the first opportunity to visit the distraught
Mother, Father and Family of Edward Murphy. In 1995, that visit is still
vividly remembered with appreciation by Edward's 81 years old sister Agnes.

Mrs Barbara Kent still retains letters from Henry that told her that her
husband Parke was posted as Missing in Action on another Mission only a few
weeks after the crash involving "Alfred”. Then, later, that there was hope for
his safety. She still recalls the hopeful and sympathetic manner in which the
letters were written and says that she will always be grateful. These personal
contacts, by letter and in person, obviously brought great comfort to those
concerned and reflects the tremendous spirit that existed between all members of
the crew.

After the crash, the wreckage was guarded by the Army until a US
Recovery Team was despatched to the site to clear away the wreckage. The
organisation that dealt with these duties for the 2nd AD was the 3rd Strategic
Air Depot (3D SAD) based at Watton in Norfolk, not too many miles from
Wendling. A brief account of this highly important engineering Unit which
performed some extremely arduous tasks in most difficult conditions, is included
in Appendix 3.
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Whenever a 2nd Air Division B-24 made a crash landing, 3D SAD
despatched an Aircraft Inspector to the scene of the incident for the purpose of
‘categorising’ the aircraft. This was done in order to ascertain if it was:

i. Repairable.

ii. Salvageable with repairable parts and designated 'E-1', or

iil. Salvageable with no repairable parts and classified 'E-2'.

Once categorised, 3D SAD allocated one of their Mobile Teams to deal with the
incident, as required. Not too surprisingly, "Alfred” fell into the latter category.
The Aircraft Inspector sent to investigate was a Lt Blanchard.

For an eye-witness account of the recovery of the wreckage, we can return
to May Avers' account. May recalled for me in February 1993:

"A large crane was pulling out the remains of the bomber from the corner
of the field. I shall never forget the wreckage as it was being hoisted on to the
loaders, the mass of crumpled metal which which had been so embedded in the
ground, the noise it all made as it was being extricated and taken away. It was a
very sad day. We never knew the fate of the survivors or where they were
taken. I think we assumed that they were taken to an American Base”.

May also recalled: "that for many vyears afterwards, a wreath was hung
there in the trees on the anniversary of the crash. We did not know who put it
there ........

Notes:

1. We now believe that the wreaths were put there by the Sheringham Branch
members of the Royal British Legion.

1. Brian Cooper thinks that this practice was continued for ten or fifteen vears
after the War.

When talking to Charlie Gant in December 1992 about the incident, he
mentioned that he recalled being approached by an American Officer in a Jeep a
day or two after the crash. Charlie was on the Holt Road between Sheringham
and Upper Sheringham village when the Jeep pulled up and the American asked
him "Where had the Liberator come down ?". Charlie was, of course, able to
point out exactly where it was across the fields. He recalled that this Officer was
"a big chap and he actually wore cowboy boots !f .

In a letter dated 26 December 1994 from James Agerton, one of the
veterans of the 3D SAD team of engineers, Jim recalls that Lt Blanchard was
one of their Officers and goes on:

"Lt Blanchard, as I remember him, was a large and affable person well over
six feet tall and who trained as a fighter pilot in the USAAF. How or why he
was assigned to the 3D SAD as an engineering officer is unknown to me. He was
one of those American Officers who had a penchant for wearing COWBOY
BOOTS !

It 1s strange how things fall into place but, again and sadly, another tragic
ending. Lt Blanchard was determined to get back to flying as a fighter pilot and
his wishes were granted soon after that chance meeting with Charlie Gant.
During the summer of 1944 whilst flying on a B-24 Liberator escort mission in
a Republic P-47 Thunderbolt over Germany, Lt Blanchard and his aircraft were
lost to enemy action. The tragedy of War continued .......... .
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We will end this Chapter with, what is still, something of a mystery. It will
be recalled that Norman Waugh was told that his brother Colby may have
survived for a short time after the crash landing. In the absence of any detailed
records and the fact that so many of those directly involved at the time are no
longer with us, it has (so far) proved impossible to ascertain any additional
information. We can but assume that the ambulance(s) that attended the crash
were either British civilian or Military vehicles and crews - probably the
former. We have had one report that an Ambulance at the scene was from
North Walsham. In that case, it would almost certainly have been one jointly
run by the St John Ambulance Brigade and the British Red Cross Society. In
view of the fact that there were no American Bases in the immediate vicinity, it
seems extremely unlikely that a US ambulance would have been in attendance,
certainly not within, say, the first hour after the crash.

In view of the above, it is interesting to recount a rather strange, almost
uncanny, story from Colby's daughter Ginger. In a letter dated 23 May 1994,
Ginger wrote:

"About 27 years ago, when Roxie (her daughter) was two years old, we
lived in Hollywood. I developed an itchy skin, so I sought out a dermatologist.
He, of course. asked for my family and medical history. When 1 said my Dad
had died during the War, he wanted to know how. 1 told him that all I knew
was that he was 'shot down' over Germany and tried to get his ship back to
Base but didn't make it. He asked my maiden name and when I told him, he
asked if my Father was Colby Arthur. 1 still get a chill thinking about it. He
said that he had been an ambulance attendant and had been with my Father when
he died. I don't remember the man's name and his prescription was so effective
I never went back to him again ......... . I was young and it didn't mean much
to me at that time beyond an odd coincidence. And now 1 do so wish I had gone
back and followed it up".

That puzzle remains unresolved at the time of writing but it is a particularly
intriguing story. Mavbe the Dermatologist was a local British person who served
as an ambulance attendant and emigrated to the US after the War ?7 But
persistent enquiries have, so far, proved fruitless ! (See Chapter 26).
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CHAPTER 13
Those Who Died

Lt Colby Arthur Waugh.

Colby Arthur Waugh was born on 23 June 1920 and raised on a farm in
Solon, Maine. He was one of twelve children. eight boys and four girls.
Amazingly, eight of those twelve children served in the Armed Services of the
United States. Two served in the US Navy, two in the Army (including Colby's
younger brother Norman who fought across Europe with General Patton's Third
Army), one in the WAAC's, another as a Nurse and two others in the US Army
Air Force - Colby and brother Coburn. Seven of the eight were destined to
survive the conflict.

Colby enlisted in the US Army on 24 March 1940, three months before his
twentieth birthday and one year nine months before the US entered the Second
World War.

Initially sent to Staten Island, New York, it was not long before Colby was
transferred to Hawaii. Here he served with Battery B of the 11th Field Artillery
based at Schofield Barracks on the Island of Oahu. He was there when the
Japanese made their infamous attack on Pearl Harbour on 7 December 1941.
This unprovoked attack plunged the US into a state of War with Japan and this
was quickly followed by War with the Axis Powers in Europe.

Colby was promoted to Corporal in January 1942 and by April or May of
that vear he transferred to the Army Air Corps and returned to the US. He was
posted to the Air Force Training Centre at Santa Ana, California. By July Colby
was undergoing pilot training at Ryan Field, Hemet, California as a Cadet in
Class 43A. The Cadets continued their basic training at Gardner, California and
then in early November on to Roswell Air Force Base in New Mexico for the
final phase of pilot training. On 4 January 1943 Colby Waugh received the
eagerly awaited and coveted award of his Pilot’s 'Wings'. Then followed a short
spell at Wendover Field, Salt Lake City in Utah with the 18th Repair Wing of
the 2nd Air Force.

Colby was promoted to Flight Officer and was sent to the 29th BG at
Gowen Field, Boise, Idaho. During March he was transferred again, this time to
the 547th Squadron at Sioux City, lowa.

Promoted to Second Lieutenant in June 1943, Colby was back at Gowen
Field and this time with the 52nd Squadron. In July he was attached to the
462nd Squadron at Scottsbluff, Nebraska and it was here that we think that he
joined up with the rest of the crew. On 23 August he, and they, were
transferred to Mountain Home Army Air Base in Idaho and were attached to the
801st Squadron. By September, Colby's address (and this would apply to the
rest of the crew) was "c/o Base Post Office, Herington, Kansas”. Here began his
journey to the European Theatre of Operations, as recounted earlier.

For the record we should also state that, as with the rest of his crew,
Colby was assigned to the 392nd BG (H), based at Station 118, Wendling,
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CHAPTER 14
Further Active Service

Lt James W Barton

As will be recalled, Co-pilot Jimmy Barton suffered a broken leg and an eye
injury in the crash of "Alfred”. He was taken to nearby Cromer Hospital and
with the other survivors he would have been under the care of Dr Donald
Vaughan. We know that he was at Cromer for about one week and then Lt
Barton was transferred to USAAF medical facilities.

We know too that by mid-March his leg injury was much better but that
his vision had not improved, in fact it had worsened. There was speculation that
he might have to be returned to the US.

Lt Barton did return to the United States where he was enforced to undergo

a long confinement in Hospital for the injury to his eye. Further flying duties
were ruled out.

When he was sufficiently recovered, Jim Barton was re-assigned to active
duty. He was given the task of Communications Officer at Will Rogers Field,
Oaklahoma Citv, Oaklahoma. Along with his wife Mary June, he remained there
until the end of the War.

Lt Jim Barton was discharged from the USAAF at Bosier City Air Base,
Louisiana in the Fall of 1945.

00000
After completing his War Service in the USAAF, Jim Barton was the City
Electrical Inspector of Springfield, Missouri for a period of 34 years until

retirement. Sadly, he died 9 June 1990, less than two years before our enquiries
started....... .

He is survived by his wife Mary June and three daughters.

ooQoo
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Photograph 10. Lt James W Barton.
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Further Active Service.
T/Sgt Parke V Kent.

Resulting from the crash landing on 4 January 1944, Radio Operator T/Sgt
Parke Kent sustained a broken ankle and strained back. After a week in Cromer
Hospital, Parke was transferred to the Base Hospital at Wendling. He made
good progress and had returned to active duty by 2 February.

Parke was asked if he would fly again and agreed to do so. In March he was
put in charge of Radio Operator training at the Base and was told that he would
only be asked to fly operationally again if an extra Operator was required.
Needless to sav. that need soon arose and Parke was recalled for flying duties
on 27 April 1944.

He was required to participate in the second of rwo Missions executed by
the 392nd on that day. This was the first occasion when the Liberators were
involved in two operations in a single day and the Group's resources must have
been at full stretch in order to meet these operational requirements.

27 April 1944.

The first Mission involving the Group on this day was against a NoBall
target (V-Weapon site) at Moenneville, south west of Abbeville in the Pas De
Calais area of France. Eighteen aircraft took off and had mixed success owing to
poor visibility in the target area. No fighters were encountered but the AA fire
was intense and six of the Wendling aircraft received damage from this cause
but all returned to Base around midday.

Of the 203 B-24's despatched by the 2nd BD, one failed to return and a
total of 25 were damaged. 393 B-17's were also involved in this operation
against 25 different V-Weapon sites and 3 of the Fortress aircraft were lost to
enemy action.

Just two hours after the Wendling Liberators had landed from their first
mission of the day, the briefings for the second took place at 1400 hrs. This
time, twenty six crews were briefed reference the next target, Chalon-Sur-
Marne. Departures began at about 1525 hrs. The target was very successfully
attacked with pin-point accuracy and fighter opposition was non-existent.
However, whilst outbound the Group strayed south of its intended course and
encountered very heavy AA fire. Sadly, the aircraft in which T/Sgt Parke Kent
was flying, serial 41-29509 and piloted by 2/Lt J Weinheimer of the 578th BS,
was severely damaged by flak. With dead and wounded aboard, the Co-pilot,
2/Lt G C Marshall, took over control of the crippled aircraft from the wounded
Pilot and miraculously managed to regain the English coast. Here they crashed
into the cliffs at Westgate-on-Sea, Kent with a further loss of five crew
members. Lt Marshall was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for his
actions. Amongst those who died in this aircraft were 2/Lt J A Ross, Sgt B
Fink, S/Sgt C L Aughinbaugh, Sgt N P Rich and Sgt B Munford. Fortunately,
T/Sgt Parke Kent bailed out over St Omer, France. He was taken Prisoner by
the Germans. The aircraft was on its 9th sortie.

The remaining B-24's from the 392nd BG all returned to Base around 2100

hrs. No fewer than seventeen of them suffered damage from the intense AA
fire.

A total of 198 B-24's from the 2nd BD took part in this second operation
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of the day. Two were lost in crashes on return (including the one in which Parke
had been flying), 22 suffered damage (Note: 17 of these were from the 392nd),
24 crew members were killed, 6 were wounded and one posted as Missing in
Action (Parke Kent).

00000

After successfully bailing out of the doomed aircraft, Parke was captured by
the Germans at St Omer. He was then taken to Stalag Luft XVII-B, near Krems
in Austria.

In the meantime, Parke's wife Barbara and the folks back home waited for
news. It was Henry Wilk who had the sad and difficult task of writing and
telling them that Parke was "Missing in Action”. Then, in a second letter dated
5 June 1944, Henry wrote to inform Barbara that Parke had been seen to leave
the stricken aircraft and that his parachute had opened. The relief felt by
Barbara and the family must have been profound but apprehension and
uncertainty must have lingered still .... . In the same letter Henry reported that
he had completed his 30 Missions and added that "he hopes he will never have
to go through the same ordeal again”. It was 1 July before Barbara received the
telegram officially confirming that Parke was a POW. Henry wrote again on 12
July and. to this day, Barbara recalls with great appreciation those three kind
and sympathetic letters that she received at that very sad and stressful time.

In the meantime, Parke found himself in Stalag Luft XVII-B at Krems, on
the River Danube, some 30 miles to the west of Vienna and a similar distance
from the border with Czechoslovakia. The actual location of the Camp was very
close to the village of Gneixendorf.

[n due course, Barbara was able to exchange letters with Parke, no doubt
heavily censored and not too informative as a result! She was also able to send
a number of parcels containing necessities and these must have been very
eagerly received. However, in this context, it is interesting to note that it was
decreed that "Prisoners were not allowed to have extra food, or no more than
other prisoners, under any circumstances or for any reasons”. So what
happened to the food sent from home ?!

Whilst the dreary waiting continued back home, Mrs Barbara Kent, her
elder sister and her Mother continued with their sewing and knitting for the
"Bundles for Britain” project. Barbara recalls that this did provide them with
some comfort and made the waiting a little easier to bear. Over here, those
"Bundles” were greatly appreciated and provided great comfort for those lucky
enough to receive them. For Barbara's Mother, this was ‘the second time
round'. Her husband, Barbara's Father, had served in World War I, seeing
service in Europe and had many 'close calls’. The waiting and the trauma were
not new experiences for the family but that did not lessen the burden.

In the Prison Camp, Parke was not badly treated as such but, along with the
other Prisoners, he had to endure limited food, poor sanitation, severe
overcrowding, cold and generally very poor conditions. Also, as was so often
the case for POW's, boredom too was another great enemy.

The winter comes early in the Austrian Alps and the snow and frost made
things difficult for the POW's. The water froze and the wooden outer cladding
of the barrack blocks was ripped off by the Prisoners in order to provide
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fuel for heating. Trading and bartering of goods was carried out with stealth
and the Red Cross Parcels played a major part in everyday life.

Parke, with his Radio Operator's knowledge and expertise even managed to
construct a crystal radio receiver under the noses of the German guards !' To
obtain the necessary components, to successfully construct and to operate it
under these conditions was no mean achievement. It must have provided the
source of anxiously awaited news bulletins from the War Front and must have
been a great morale booster for the POW's. Amazingly, this little radio receiver
survived the War and is one of Barbara's proud possessions to this day. (See
Photograph 12, page 84).

During his period at Krems, Parke received three days ‘Solitary
Confinement’ for failing to salute a German Officer. His food was restricted to
two bowls of sour turnip soup on each of those three days. Fifty years later,
Barbara comments "Bet he didn't regret it either” !!

Conditions in the Camp deteriorated during that last Winter of the War.
The Red Cross "Christmas Food Parcels” were not received by the Prisoners
until 2 January 1945. Ten inches of snow fell on 15 January. The cold was
intense and by the end of the month alf fuel supplies ceased. The was no coal
and no wood left to burn in the stoves in the barrack blocks. By the time
February arrived, what little food that had been getting through had practically
ceased. The bread ration - black with a high sawdust content, with the
occasional splinter to prove it -~ was reduced to one loaf per seven POW's. By
early March, this was down to one loaf for eight men. The meagre 'menu’ also
included a miserly ration of barley soup. "Once the weeds were cleared out.
there was little left”, reported one POW. Additionally, a few potatoes, over-
watered and full of dirt. They relied heavily on the Red Cross parcels, one per
week and shared between two.

On 16 March, their morale was boosted when some American P-38 fighters
buzzed the Camp. On the 19th the sky was filled with contrails, formed by the
high-flying bombers of the US 8th or 15th Air Forces. (Note: The 15th AF
operated from Italy and was particularly active in this area of Europe). The
prisoner’'s concealed radios gave news on 30 March that Russian forces had
crossed the border into Austria from nearby Czechoslovakia. On the second day
of April, American bombers attacked nearby targets including the town of
Krems and P-38's again flew low over the Camp. This time the POW's waved to
them as they passed overhead.

The Germans were extremely fearful of capture by the Russians. On 6 April
it was announced that all 21,000 Allied Prisoners held at Stalag Luft XVII-B
were to leave the Camp and march into Germany. It was at this time that
reports were getting through that Hitler had ordered that ALL Prisoners of War
were to be shot, in order to release the guards for more active duties ! At
Krems, and no doubt elsewhere, surreptitious plans were drawn up by the
Prisoners in case any attempt was made to carry out these orders. Fortunately
they were not. With the end of the War in sight, the guards probably realised
the consequences to themselves had they attempted to obey these orders from
their Fuhrer.

It was on Sunday 8 April that the Prisoners were told that they were
moving out immediately - "to save them from the Russians”. The sound of
gunfire could be heard from the direction of Vienna, thirty miles distant.
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Initially the POW's were reluctant to move. However, they concluded that
things might have been difficult in the hands of the Russians. Furthermore.
their German guards were getting agitated by their stalling tactics and the
POW's were forced to concede to their orders and the prospect of a forced
march had to be accepted. On leaving the Camp, the Prisoners could see the
fires burning in Vienna and were confronted by a stream of civilians and
soldiers heading west and fleeing from the advancing Russians.

For eleven hours on the first day, the 4,000 American POW’s in groups of
500, along with the 17,000 other Allied Prisoners, covered about ten miles.
They rested for the night in hills near Ostra. The cold was intense and the men
found it difficult to sleep. their only protection from the elements was from
their frost encrusted blankets.

The forced march continued the next morning and continued throughout
that day. They were allowed to rest on the 10th but continued their march on
the following day. As they proceeded along the route, Austrian civilians were
letting it be known to the POW's that they would throw themselves in the
Danube and drown, rather than be caught by the Russian forces.

For the Prisoners, food supplies were getting very low. They had to resort
to eating raw potatoes from the fields. A loaf of bread had to be shared between
nine or ten men. Dysentery and pneumonia was rife. Even some of the German
guards collapsed from exhaustion - and, in some cases, deserted.

By 13 April they had reached Grein. More P-38's flew low over the
columns of POW's and white handkerchiefs were waved in the hope that they
would not attack in the mistaken belief that they were enemy troops.

By 25 April they had reached Braunau, Hitler's birthplace. The POW's
established 'camp' near the Inn River, in a forested area some eight miles south
of the town. They were aware that the Americans were advancing towards them
and were not too far distant. In all, there were something like 21,000 Allied
Prisoners in the area, just over 4,000 of them being American aircrew. By now
the weather was very wet, the rain was continuous and relentless. More and
more men collapsed from sheer exhaustion, foot troubles, pneumonia and
dysentery. Fortunately, some relief was being administered by American Medical
Officers who were making good use of 'salvaged’ drugs and other medical
supplies.

On 2 May 1945, the 80th Division of General Patton's Third Army reached
the Inn River and started crossing it at a point close to Braunau. The fact that
Hitler was born there in 1889 was of some significance to those American
troops and they expected a tough fight from the Germans. However, the
defenders of the town meekly surrendered to a combat group of the 13th
Armoured Division. Some miles south of the town where the POW's were
encamped, an American Army vehicle from General Patton's Third Army
suddenly appeared in their midst. The Captain aboard spoke with the POW
leaders and with the few remaining German guards. This was the long awaited
moment - they were no longer Prisoners !! Their ordeal was nearing an end but
was not quite over. There were to be a few more days before their immediate
predicament was to Improve.

On 6 May, the American ex-POW's found and occupied a deserted factory
close to Braunau and spent the night there. The next day, the 7th, the US Army
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finally arrived with trucks, gave them food, transported them through Braunau,
across the river and took them to an airfield in Bavaria. At last, they were
beginning to feel 'free’ ! Some were then transported by C-47 transport aircraft
whilst others continued by truck to '"Camp Lucky Strike' at Fecamp in France.
From there they were taken to Le Havre. On 1 June they boarded ship, headed
for the United States and home, arriving on 11 June 1945.

Parke had successfully escaped and survived from two stricken aircraft,
endured over one years imprisonment in the hands of the enemy, survived a 25
days forced march covering an estimated distance of between 180 and 250 miles
- and thankfully lived through it all. At last, his wartime ordeals were over.

Notes:

i.  The above account of conditions at Stalag Luft XVII-B and the subsequent
forced march is largely based on information kindly supplied by Mrs Barbara
Kent. Additionally, various other reports made by ex-POW's from Krems were
consulted. Where these Prisoners suffered the same or similar experiences and
ordeals as Parke and during the same period of time, extracts have been added
from these sources in order to provide further detail.

ii. The estimated distance of the forced march across Austria from Krems to
Braunau differs in the various accounts that are available covering the event.
The route taken was not a direct one and included many deviations caused by
the war situation and the whims of the German guards. It is because of this
uncertain routing that the estimates vary by sixty or seventy miles.

iii. It is interesting to note that all American Servicemen who were POW's in
Germany and Japan received a one dollar payment for every day that they spent
in a Prisoner of War Camp. This ruling was made by the War Claims
Commission, who decreed that all War Camps in these two countries were sub-
standard.

00000

T/Sgt Parke Kent was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, the Purple Heart
and Air Medal EAME Theater Campaign with one Battle Star.

00000

Sadly, Parke died some years ago. He is survived by his widow Barbara,
three sons Christopher, Jonathon and Nicholas and two daughters Leslie and
Valerie.

00000
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Photograph 11. T/Sgt Parke V Kent.
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by Parke Kent in Stalag Luft XVII-B, 1944/45.
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Further Active Service.
S/Sgt Henry Wilk.

S/Sgt Henry Wilk recovered from the wounds that he received during the
crash landing on 4 January 1944. After being taken for another flight, he was
asked if he would continue with his flying duties. This he agreed to do. Henry
went on and participated in a further 26 Missions, flving with various pilots and
crews and without further serious mishap. He thereby completed the required
total of 30 Missions before returning to the US.

At the time of writing, one of Henry's Missions has eluded the researchers
of such information ! That he flew his full 30 Missions is without doubt. With
the four already referred to and recorded, here are listed an additional 25, along
with a few notes and comments which, I hope, will be of interest. We will be
interested (Henry particularly) to learn of/be reminded of the elusive 30th !

That Henry Wilk and Parke Kent volunteered to fly again in combat after
their earlier experiences, speaks much of the individuals concerned.

S/Sgt Henry Wilk's further Combat Missions took place as follows:

Monday 6 March 1944.

Target: Primary. The Daimler-Benz Motor Works at Genshagen, on the
southern outskirts of Berlin.
Pilot: Lt Muldoon.

Briefings for this Mission were completed by 0530 hrs and involved 25
crews. Take-off at Wendling began around 0800 hrs with the 576th BS in the
lead.

Unfortunately, one of the B-24's belonging to the 578th BS crashed soon
after take-off at Church Farm, Great Dunham. Sadly, pilot Lt P Shea and all his
crew died in this tragedy. The aircraft, serial 42-7473, ran into a patch of mist
immediately after leaving the ground, failed to gain height, struck a tree and
burst into flames. This accident was the only mishap suffered by any of the
bomber Groups during the take-off phase of this Mission.

In Henry's aircraft, Liberator named "Jaw-Ja Girl" (possibly "Jaw-Ja
Boy"?), Pilot Lt Muldoon later reported: "We were in line, two behind the
crashed aircraft. We saw the flash and orange glow suddenly appear in front of
us. Then a green light signal from the Conirol Tower and the B-24 in front
began its take-off run. Then our turn. Visibility was poor, we could only see
the glow of the fire. Nothing was said over the radio but everyone knew what
had happened. The big worry was that the bombs might explode as we passed
over the crashed aircraft. There were no options but to take-off and try and fly
around the burning B-24". They took off in their heavily laden Liberator. eased
to one side of the orange glow then levelled out and began their climb - and
safely clear of that initial hazard.

When Assembled and in combat formation, the aerial armada was almost
100 miles in length ! The attacking force was led by the B-17's of the 1st Bomb
Division, comprising five Combat Wings, involving 301 aircraft. They were
escorted by 350 fighters, P-38's, P-47's and P-51's. These escorts were
arranged in three phases, penetration support, target and withdrawl
support.Then came the 3rd BD with another 264 B-17's and with a further
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fighter escort of 205 P-38's, 47's and 51's.

Following the 3rd BD came the 2nd BD and their B-24's. Leading them was
the 2nd Combat Wing. Ahead were the two PFF aircraft from the Alconbury
based 482nd BG. They were followed by the 445th from Tibenham, then the
453rd from Old Buckenham and Hethel's 389th BG. Two minutes behind them
came the Composite 14th/96th Combat Wing, led by a single 482nd Pathfinder.
Then came the Wendling Liberators, the 392nd BG. They were followed by the
44th from Shipdham and the 458th from Horsham St Faiths. They in turn were
followed by the 20th Combat Wing , led by another 482nd PFF Liberator. Then
the Flixton (Bungay) based 446th BG, the 93rd from Hardwick and the 448th
from Seething. A total of 249 B-24's, including the PFF aircraft of the 482nd
BG based at Alconbury. Escort for the Liberators and again in a three phase
operation, consisted of another 221 fighters. A further 167 P-47's and P-51's
provided 'general withdrawl support’. Included amongst these were three RAF
Squadrons of Mustangs who met the bombers north of Hamburg.

Note:

Numbers of aircraft quoted are those that took off from their bases on this
Mission. The number that penetrated enemy air space was, of course, somewhat
fewer. The total strength of the attacking force that was despatched amounted
to 1,758 aircraft, 1,535 of which entered enemy territory. Of these, 814
bombers were despatched, 702 reached enemy air space.

The German Air Force lost 66 aircraft destroyed or beyond repair. More
importantly, the loss of 46 fighter pilots killed or wounded and including some
very experienced airmen, was a severe blow to the Luftwaffe.

During the course of this Mission the USAAF lost 69 bombers and 11
fighters. The 2nd BD lost 16 Liberators missing in action, including one from
the 576th BS of the 392nd BG. This was Lt Hestad and crew in B-24H "Flak
Ducker”, serial 42-7598. They had to leave the formation when outbound and
north of Hanover and the aircraft finally crashed at Amerongen in Holland.
Fortunately all the crew bailed out successfully and were subsequently taken
prisoner.

Two B-24's from the 453rd BG based at Old Buckenham and one from the
446th from Flixton had to ditch in the sea on the return from this Mission.
Illustrating the exireme dangers of having to alight in the treacherously cold and
hostile North Sea in a B-24, it is sad to note that just eight from the combined
crew of thirty were saved by the Air Sea Rescue Services. This was in spite of
the ditched crews being sighted almost immediately, their positions being
reported accurately and rescue boats arriving on the scene quickly.

This raid was of considerable significance as it was the first time that
Liberators had crossed Germany to attack the capital of the Third Reich, Berlin.
Indeed, it was the first full-scale daylight raid by the 8th Air Force on that
target.

With the loss of 69 heavy bombers and 11 of the escorting fighters, the 8th
Air Force suffered its greatest loss rate in any one day's operations - either
before or after this Mission on 6 March 1944. And this was Henrv's re-
introduction to combat flving !!

Fifty plus vears later and Henry retains two vivid and everlasting memories
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of this particular Mission. The first, is attending the early morning briefing. Of
the curtain concealing the target map being drawn back and seeing the red
ribbon stretching right across Europe from Wendling ............. to BERLIN
and the gasps of astonishment and amazement from everybody in the room. And
secondly, Henry remembers seeing many enemy fighters on this day but that
they generally seemed to pass them by - as if they were hunting easier prey.
At the time, it was thought that the enemy was looking for the 44th BG. They
had recently suffered a lot of damage and casualties and had many new
replacement crews flying with them........... )

15 March 1944,

Target: Secondary attacked. Industrial areas at Brunswick.
Pilot: Lt Goodwin.

The 2nd and 3rd Bombardment Divisions despatched a total of 344 bombers
to Brunswick, including 157 B-24's. One B-17 and two B-24's were lost in
action. Wendling contributed 26 Liberators on this Mission. One of the two that
were lost was that flown by Lt Miller and crew from the 576th BS of the 392nd.
Their aircraft, serial 42-99976 and named "Pocatello Chief”., came down near
Seesen in Germany. Ten other Wendling based aircraft received flak damage.

23 March 1944.

Primary Target: Achmer airfield on the outskirts of Osnabruck.
Pilot: Lt Morefield.

The 392nd despatched 24 B-24's but two had to abort with mechanical
difficulties before reaching the target. Because of cloud cover at the Primary. an
alternative target was selected for attack. This was the railroad facilities seven
miles south west of Osnabruck and these were hit with good results. A total of
six B-24"s from the 2nd BD were lost in action but happily all Wendling aircraft
returned to Base. However, ten had received damage from the intense flak that
they had encountered and one airman was wounded.

24 March 1944.

Target: Secondary attacked. St Dizier Airfield. France.
Pilot: Lt Spears.

Because of bad weather over the designated Primary target, an airfield near
Metz in France, the Secondary at St Dizier was attacked. Bombing results were
described as "excellent”. No enemy fighters were encountered and flak was
‘light". Happily and for the second day in succession. all of the 26 Wendling
aircraft returned safely. Two received some damage from the flak.

Indeed, all of the 206 B-24's deploved by the 2nd BD returned to their
Bases, although 24 were damaged and 3 of the aircrew were wounded in
action.



27 March 1944.

Target: Mont-De-Marsan Airfield in Southern France.
Pilot: Lt Morefield.

With the 578th BS in the lead, 16 Wendling Liberators took off in very bad
local conditions, with visibility down to 100 yards. No enemy opposition was
encountered on the long flight to and from the target located close to the
Pyrenees Mountains. The Liberators bombed in good visibility and results were
excellent. However, on return to East Anglia they again encountered the fog and
poor visibility. All Wendling aircraft were forced to divert to other bases.
Fourteen of the 392nd aircraft landed at an RAF base (quoted as "Barcombe” in
the records - Boscombe Down perhaps?), 80 miles west of London. The report
on this Mission by Col Bob Vickers in his Group History "The Liberators from
Wendling" states that "their British counterparts entertained them in grand
fashion”. All crews had returned safely to Wendling by 1520 hrs the next day.

Not all Groups had been so lucky. Two B-24's from nearby Attlebridge
collided over the Dereham area during assembly for this Mission. Another battle
damaged 466th BG B-24 crash landed at Base on return. Yet another Liberator,
this one from the 44th BG based at Shipdham, crash landed with a collapsed
right landing gear at RAF Tangmere on the South Coast of England.

1 April 1944.

Target attacked: Schaffhausen, Switzerland.
Pilot: 1/Lt R E Fletcher.

It is said that the briefed target was the chemical works at Ludwigshafen
and that the PFF lead aircraft took them off course by some 100 miles south of
that intended. They then strayed into neutral Swiss territory where their bombs
were dropped in a wooded area near Schaffhausen. Whatever the reason, some
38 B-24's bombed Swiss territory, including 23 from Wendling. All aircraft
safely returned to Base, although some did suffer damage from AA fire.

After considerable diplomatic activity, a sum of $1,000,000 was paid to
Switzerland as a formal apology. It is of interest to note, however, that it has
been suggested by at least one person who was directly involved, that a factory
producing vital components for the Germans was, in fact, the target and that
the Mission was entirely successful ............. . Sometimes drastic measures
have to be taken in times of drastic necessity.

8 April 1944.

Target: Primary. Brunswick.
Pilot: 1/Lt Fletcher.

Another arduous Mission for the Group. The 2nd Bombardment Division
had a total of 350 B-24's involved on this day. The 30 Liberators from the
392nd followed those of the 44th BG to the target. Just before reaching the IP
(Initial Point), both the 44th and the 392nd were heavily attacked by an
estimated 75 enemy fighters. The Wendling based Gunners claimed 12 enemy
destroyed but sadly, the Group lost two B-24's and crews.
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Those lost were 2/Lt T E Eloranto and crew from the 377th BS in B-24
serial 42-110061 on their first Mission and 1/Lt J W Dickson and his crew
from the 579th BS. They were lost in B-24 serial 42-7599, "Mack’s Sack III".

On their return, another 577th BS battle damaged aircraft was lost when it
crash landed at Sidestrand, near Cromer. Sadly. five crew members were killed
and the other five were injured. This Liberator, serial 42-73505 and named
"Fairy Belle", was piloted by 2/Lt T L Anderson. Like "Alfred", this aircraft
and crew were forced to crash land only a few hundred yards inland after
reaching the coast of Norfolk. Sadly, with remarkably similar tragic
consequences.

Additionally, the 579th BS also had the misfortune to damage B-24 42-
7469, "Rose of Juarez" when it made a belly landing back at Base. The aircraft
suffered damage to the wing and landing gear. Categorised 'E-1' by the
Engineers from the 3D SAD at Watton, the aircraft was subsequently repaired.
Six other Liberators from the Group received battle damage.

A total of 30 B-24's were lost by the 2nd BD on this Mission. Nearby 44th
BG at Shipdham lost no fewer than 11 of their aircraft.

9 April 1944.

Target: Primary. Tutow. Aviation Industry.
Pilot: 1/Lt Fletcher.

Another difficult Mission, The 2nd BD despatched a total of 246 B-24's but
because of very bad weather conditions, several units abandoned the Mission at
various points along the route to the target. A total of 106 Liberators attacked
the Primary for the loss of 14 aircraft and crews.

The 577th BS of the 392nd lost 2/Lt R H Griggs and crew in "Lonesome
Polecat”, serial 42-52097, when they disappeared after being heavily attacked by
fighters. Another battle damaged B-24, serial 42-52593 of the 576th BS, crash
landed at Beccles on their return and suffered damage to the landing gear but,
happily, the crew were safe.

During the Assembly for this Mission there was a particularly unfortunate
accident. At about 0900 hrs there was another of those tragic collisions. This
time it took place over the Central Norfolk village of Foulsham and the adjacent
RAF airfield of that name. The aircraft involved were B-24H, serial 41-29485,
of the 578th BS of the 392nd flown by 1/Lt H F Morefield and B-24J, serial
42-99982, from the 389th BG based at Hethel. This tragedy resulted in the loss
of 17 aircrew members from the two aircraft. Lt Morefield had a miraculous
escape along with Lt K S Kaufman, although the latter received broken legs.
They were the only survivors from the Wendling aircraft. The Hethel based
B-24 had aboard Captain John Driscoll, the Group Gunnery Officer. His task
that day was to have photographed the strikes on the target. He was in the
waist gun position when the aircraft collided in poor visibility at about 8,000
feet. Five of the 500lb bombs and the entire fuel load exploded. A further three
bombs fell near the bomb dump at RAF Foulsham - and which contained a
quantity of RDX bombs. Captain Driscoll and two others were trapped in the
still more-or-less intact tail section, which fell to earth like a broken leaf. They
grabbed their chest parachutes and tried desperately to leave the falling tail
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section. Captain Driscoll and one other succeeded in getting clear of the
wreckage at about 1,000 feet and made safe landings by parachute. The tail
Gunner was not so fortunate and was killed in the crash.

Note:

The writer of this account witnessed this collision and vividly recalls the
event. Watching the assembly of the several hundred B-17's and B-24's on this
Easter Sunday from my Grandfather's farm at Hindolvestone (a few miles north
of Foulsham), our attention was drawn to a brilliant flash and shortly after to a
heavy 'rumble’. Sections of aircraft began falling to earth from a point high in
the sky and slightly to the south of our position. Some pieces were burning and
trailing smoke. Some fell quickly, other pieces including some that were quite
large, fell more slowly, turning over and over as they dropped earthwards.

In the meantime, the other bombers continued to mill around as they
formed up, appearing and disappearing in the broken cloud. 1 do not recall
seeing any parachutes but we stood and watched, quite mesmerised, for a very
long time as pieces dropped all around. Glinting in the intermittent sunlight, the
pieces fell like leaves being shed from a tree in a light breeze during the Autumn
(Fall).

Even as a youngster of 14 years, the feeling of death and despair was very
real and near at hand. We watched in silence and it was probably as much as an
hour before all the fragments reached earth, scattered far and wide by the
combined effects of the force of the explosion and the light wind.

Later searches over the fields and meadows of the farm revealed maps,
various documents including a page from the calibration chart from the BC221
frequency meter that was part of the Radio Operators equipment, some
fragments of clothing and many pieces of metal from the aircraft, mostly very
small. A sad and tragic start to the fifth wartime Easter Sunday.

12 April 1944.

Target: Zwickau, Germany.
Pilot: 1/Lt Fletcher.

Twenty one Wendling Liberators took off on this Mission. They joined 163
other B-24's from the 2nd Bomb Division along with 271 B-17's from the 1st
and 3rd Bomb Divisions. Because of cloud and dense contrails which caused
severe difficulties to all participating Groups, the Mission was cancelled. Recall
for the 2nd BD did not materialise until they had penetrated the German border.
A total of 5 Liberators were lost but all the 392nd BG aircraft returned to Base.
However, the Group encountered very heavy AA fire and 10 of the Wendling B-
24's received damage from that cause. One 579th BS aircraft, serial 42-109789
and named "Mairzy Doats", flown by 2/Lt C L Ball and crew, was hit so
severely by flak that two of the Gunners bailed out whilst in the area of
Dunkirk. The 392nd received Mission credit for this operation.

Note:

"Mairzy Doats" survived this ordeal, completed 50 sorties with the 392nd
BG before being transferred to the Tibenham based 445th BG in late 1944,
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19 April 1944,

Target: Gutersloh. Airfield. Primary.
Pilot: 1/Lt Fletcher.

The 2nd Bomb Division deployed 149 B-24's, attacking a number of
airfields and other targets. Sixty two Liberators from this force attacked the
airfield at Gutersloh, including 14 from the 392nd and achieved good results.
The remaining 9 Liberators from Wendling attacked a 'target of opportunity' at
Kall. Results of this attack were not observed. Seven of the Group's aircraft
received flak damage but all returned safely. Indeed, all 2nd BD B-24's returned
to their bases without loss, although one 466th BG aircraft crash landed at
Attlebridge on return. The damage was repairable by the engineers from 3D
SAD at Watton.

22 April 1944,

Target: Hamm. Marshalling Yards. Primary.
Pilot: 1/Lt Fletcher.

On this day, the US 8th Air Force involved over 1,600 aircraft in action
against the enemy. 803 bombers and 859 fighters. From this formidable force,
the 2nd BD attacked Hamm with 179 B-24's along with 459 B-17 Fortresses
from the 1st and 3rd Bombardment Divisions. The 392nd BG did not take off
until 1530 hrs, one of their first late missions and which, therefore, involved a
late (after dark) return.

The Group encountered heavy and accurate flak and were also very heavily
attacked by fighters.The Group lost Capt Everhart and crew of the 579th BS
over enemy-held territory in B-24 serial 42-52605. Their aircraft was hit over
or close to the target but they headed for home but eventually exploded in mid-
air over the Dutch coast. It was thought at the time that several crew members
had escaped by parachute. In fact, all bailed out successfully and became POW's.
Unusually, on this occasion, there were 12 men in the crew, including Major
Robert Cox.

Seventeen Wendling Liberators were damaged by flak and fighters and a
number of crewmen received injuries in these attacks. In all, a total of 26
casualties were suffered by the Group during this Mission.

It was on this day that enemy aircraft infiltrated the returning bombers. As
they approached their Bases after dark, 14 B-24's were either shot down or
crash landed as a result of the enemy activity. Fortunately, aircraft from the
392nd managed to avoid the attention of these enemy intruders but considerable
havoc and casualties were caused at many of the nearby Bases.

A 389th BG Liberator crash landed at Hethel after being hit by AA fire.
The aircraft had to use the shorter runway as the main one was blocked by
another B-24 with a collapsed nose wheel. When the damaged Liberator touched
down on the secondary runway. its left tyre burst and the plane careered across
the airfield, heading for the Control Tower. In the Tower, some of the high
ranking officers of the Second Air Division were watching the proceedings -
including Major General James P Hodges and General Edward Timberlake.
Directly in the path of the oncoming B-24, now slithering across the grass
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out of control, was a building used by the Radar and Signals maintenance
technicians. This building was hit and the two men inside were killed. The
aircraft burst into flames and was completely destroved. Miraculously, all the
crew were saved. It is interesting to note that it was Captain (later Colonel)
Driscoll who rescued four crew members from this blazing B-24J after it had
struck the Signals building. This was the same Captain Driscoll who just 13 days
previously had survived the mid-air collision over Foulsham ! {See entry for the
9 April Mission, Page 89). Captain Driscoll received the immediate award of the
Airman's Medal and General Doolittle flew to Hethel the next day in his P-38
from 8th Air Force HQ to personally make the presentation.

However, this was not all. The German intruders were roaming far and wide
across East Anglia. At 2207 hrs a B-24 of the 448th BG was shot down in the
sea off Hopton, just south of Gt Yarmouth. There were no survivors from the
crew of ten. Three minutes later at 2210 hrs, a 458th BG Liberator was shot
down close to Horsham St Faiths airfield on the outskirts of Norwich. At 2217
hrs a 389th BG Liberator was shot down by an intruder at Cantley, near
Norwich. Eight of its crew perished. Three minutes later another two B-24's
were lost. These were "Repulser” of the 448th BG and all ten crew lost their
lives at Kessingland, near Lowestoft. The second to go down at 2220 hrs was a
B-24 from the 453rd which was attacked by an intruder when 15 miles off the
Suffolk coast and crashed near Southwold. Five of the crew were killed. Another
severely battle damaged Liberator from the 453rd crash landed at Tibenham and
its right landing gear collapsed and was catergorised 'E1'. Fortunately there
were no crew casualties. Another B-24 from the 458th was artacked and crashed
near Horsham St Faiths. The combined casualties from these two aircraft from
the 458th (the other crashed at 2210 hrs) amounted to 9 killed and 11 wounded.
Yet another Liberator from the 448th was lost when "Peggy Jo" crashed at
Worlingham, near Lowestoft. The crew had bailed out and the top turret gunner
was the only member of this crew to receive injuries. The traumas for the 448th
were not yet over. Another of their Liberators that had been shot up by an
intruder, crash landed on the runway at Seething. Two more B-24's following
this aircraft in the landing circuit ran into the first one, with the result that all
three were wrecked. The 467th BG lost a B-24 which crashed near Barsham in
Suffolk with seven killed and 3 wounded. Yet another from the same Group was
lost when it was attacked by an intruder and crashed from 500 feet at Mendham
in Suffolk. Sadly, all 10 crew were killed.

An RAF Albermarle also succumbed to the intruder activity on this night.
Shot down near Lowestoft whilst on a training flight, three crew members were
killed and two bailed out safely.

One of the German intruders was shot down by return fire from the
returning B-24's. Four Gunners on separate aircraft claimed the 'kill'. The
aircraft was Me-410A-1 9K+HP of 6/KGS51 and it crashed close to Norwich at
Ashby St Mary. Both occupants were killed. Whilst not claimed at the time, the
Germans to their dismay. also lost their experienced Gruppenkommandeur in
another Me-410 that had taken part in the intruder activities. Damaged by
gunners aboard the B-24's, it failed to make the crossing of the North Sea and
both crewmen were lost.

Whilst the enemy intruder activity that took place on this night has been
recorded in great detail by a number of aviation historians/writers, their
accounts do differ with respect to certain detailed aspects - perhaps reflecting
the confusion that reigned far and wide during that night? If there are
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inaccuracies, they will apply to detail only but please take this aspect into
account with reference to the consequences of the enemy activity as recounted
above.

24 April 1944.

Target: Leipheim. Airfield. Primary.
Pilot: 1/Lt Fletcher.

The 2nd Bombardment Division despatched a total of 230 B-24's on this
day and were briefed to attack two German airfields. Ninety eight of this force
attacked the Luftwaffe base at Leipheim, including those from the 392nd BG.
Bombing was visual and the results were excellent. A total of four Liberators
were lost, including two from the Wendling Group.

Lt Griffin and crew from the 578th BS in aircraft serial 41-28688 were
forced to leave the formation when they lost two engines. With a friendly
fighter escort, they headed for Switzerland but unfortunately did not make it.
They were posted as 'Missing in Action’ at a point 20 miles south west of
Strasbourg. Also unfortunate were 2/Lt Ellinger and crew from the 579th in
serial 44-40105. They took a direct hit from flak when en route home and just
one parachute was observed before the aircraft crashed near Kortrijk In
Belgium.

25 April 1944.

Target: NoBall - Wizernes.
Pilot: 1/Lt Fletcher.

This was a ’'last minute' assigned and high priority mission against the
rocket weapon (V-2) site at Wizernes. The task was allocated to just two
Groups of the 2nd BD - the 93rd and the 392nd. In all 28 B-24's were
despatched, 23 of them from Wendling. Twenty seven of the total attacking the
target. Cloud cover was total and they bombed through the cloud using a new
high precision bombing aid, code named 'GH’, in the PFF lead aircraft. Results
were of course, unobserved but it was thought that their 1000 lbs bombs
impacted in the target area. Forty P-47's provided escort for the bombers.
There were no losses and all aircraft returned safely.

26 April 1944.

Target: Gutersloh (Paderborn).
Pilot: 1/Lt H F Morefield.

Heavy overcast was forecast over the target. The 2nd BD deployed 238 B-
24's, including 26 from the 392nd. The forecast was accurate but bombing was
impossible because there were no radar equipped PFF aircraft allocated to their
formations. Fortunately no enemy aircraft were encountered but 18 B-24's were
flak damaged, including one from Wendling. All 392nd aircraft returned without
casualties. Note that Lt Morefield was back in action ! Just 17 days after his
close encounter with death over Foulsham on 9 April (see Page 89).
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1 May 1944.

Target: Liege, Belgium. Marshalling Yards. Primary.
Pilot: 1/Lt Fletcher.

Forty B-24's, including 24 from the 392nd, set out to attack this target.
However on arrival, the target was obscured and the Wendling B-24's did not
release their bombs. Luckily no enemy fighters were encountered but flak was
described as 'moderate’ and 'fairly accurate’. In spite of this, all Wendling
aircraft returned safely, although nine received battle damage and one crew
member was injured as a result.

3 May 1944.

Target: NoBall - Wizernes. V-2 Rocket site. Primary.
Pilot: Lt Muldoon.

This target still caused great concern (and was to continue to do so for a
further considerable period of time). Fifty one Liberators from the 44th, 93rd
and 392nd BG's, 22 of them from Wendling and led by 6 PFF aircraft, carried
out an attack on the target. Bombing conditions were described as "fairly good”
with between 3/10ths and 5/10ths cloud cover but 'GH' bombing was used.
Crews classified the results as only 'poor’. The target was heavily defended by
flak batteries and 14 of the Wendling aircraft were damaged and a number of
casualties were sustained. All aircraft returned to Base.

As an indication of the strength of the AA defences now established around

the V-Weapon sites, 33 of the 47 attacking force reaching the target area
received flak damage.

4 May 1944.

Target: Brunswick.
Pilot: Unknown (but see the Note at end of this entry).

The 2nd BD despatched 231 of their B-24's against targets at Berlin,
Brunswick and other areas of Central Germany. At Wendling, take-off was at
0700 hrs and 25 aircraft managed to get airborne in atrocious weather. The
conditions were so bad that only six aircraft were able to join formation and set
course for their designated target of Brunswick. The 392nd aircraft, along with
some of the other B-24's, reached enemy air space but because of the dense
cirrus cloud between 13,000 and 23.000 feet, the Mission was recalled. No
enemy opposition was encountered and all aircraft returned safely after 5 hours
flying.

Note:
1/Lt W A Stroble and crew (unnamed) were the only crew from the 578th
BS to receive a Mission credit. If Henry was allocated to a 578th crew for this

Mission (as would be expected and which was the case with all his other
Missions), it would appear that this was the pilot with whom he flew.
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7 Mav 1944,

Target: Munster.
Pilot: Unknown (but see the Note at the end of this entry).

A rtotal of 322 B-24's of the 2nd BD set out to attack Osnabruck. The
392nd despatched 27 aircraft and crews. The weather conditions en route to the
target were extremely poor with 10/10ths undercast. The GH equipped PFF
aircraft leading the 392nd mistakingly led them to Munster where bombs were
dropped. The results were unobserved. Large numbers of fighters were sighted
but, fortunately did not attack. Flak was intense on the bomb run and 13 of the

Wendling Liberators received damage but all returned safely to Base and without
casualties.

The 7 May activities were notable for being the first occasion when over
900 8th Air Force bombers attacked targets and only the second time that over
1000 aircraft were airborne for operations. Almost 600 B-17's attacked Berlin.
in addition to the involvement of 322 B-24's, as mentioned above. A further
754 fighters were committed for escort and support duties.

Note:

As with the previous Mission, Henry is now unaware of the pilot with
whom he flew this Mission to Munster. Those from the 578th BS who were
listed as being credited for the 7 May operation are:

Lt's Stroble, Lang, Young, Fletcher, Sabourin and Zweig.

8 May 1944.

Target: Brunswick. Primary.
Pilot: Lt Fletcher.

Take-off for the 392nd was at 0610 hrs with 27 aircraft safely airborne.
Again poor weather conditions and the familiar 10/10ths undercast necessitated
PFF bombing procedures. Twenty five of the Wendling B-24's attacked the
designated target, yer again encountering heavy flak. Eleven of their aircraft
were damaged. Again they sighted quite large numbers of enemy fighters but
their interest was elsewhere and they did not interfere with the Wendling
Liberators. The 392nd all returned safely at around 1345 hrs.

9 May 1944.

Target: St Trond Airfield, Belgium. Primary.
Pilot: Lt Fletcher.

The 392nd flew 27 B-24's on this Mission to one of several airfields and
other strategic targets attacked on this day. It was, in fact, the start of the pre-
Invasion heavy bombing offensive by the 8th Air Force. All aircraft bombed the
Primary with excellent results. The opposition from the enemy was light and all
aircraft returned safely and there were no casualties.

Over 1,400 8th Air Force aircraft were operational on this day and the total
losses were 13 planes - 6 bombers and 7 fighters.
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13 May 1944.

Target: Tutow Airfield. Primary.
Pilot: Lt McCarthy.

Nineteen Wendling B-24's took-off on this Mission (Number 85 by the
392nd BG) at 1030 hrs. They were part of a force of 261 Liberators airborne
from the 2nd BD. Cloud conditions again gave problems but most aircraft
dropped their bombs on the Airfield (a FW-190 base) but six had 1o bomb the
city area. Results could not be observed. Flak was light but six of the Wendling
aircraft received some damage from this source. Fighters were again observed
and some of the Gunners were able to get some bursts fired at one that passed
close to the rear of the formation. Damage may have been inflicted. The
bombers were not attacked and all returned safely at about 1815 hrs.

The 2nd BD lost one B-24 during the course of these operations. The B-17
losses amounted to 11 aircraft.

15 May 1944.

Target: NoBall (V-Weapon) site at Siracourt. Primary.
Pilot: Lt Fletcher.

An 0630 hrs take-off by 16 aircraft of the 392nd. Bad weather dictated the
use of a GH lead aircraft but the equipment failed over the target. As a result
the first two Squadrons did not release their bombs. However, the third
Squadron did so and believed that they had hit the target with fair results. No
fighters were encountered and for the first time in 86 Missions, no flak was
encountered ! All B-24's were back at Wendling by about 1100 hrs.

It was a good day all round. Of the 166 B-24's and B-17's that were
operational, all against V-Weapon sites, there were no losses and no casualties.
However, the fighters lost one aircraft due to engine failure from amongst the
104 that were involved. The comparatively low level of activity was accountable
to the adverse weather prevailing at the time.

Note:

At the time of these attacks on the Siracourt site, it was thought that it was
being built in connection with the V-2 (rocket weapon) programme. It was later
discovered that Siracourt was a V-1 (flying bomb) storage site. However, its
destruction was of no lesser importance than that originally envisaged.

19 May 1944.

Target: Brunswick. Aviation Industry. Primary.
Pilot: 1/Lt Fletcher.

Soon after 0900 hrs 28 aircraft took off from Wendling, part of 300
despatched by the 2nd BD. In all, 888 heavy bombers from the 8th Air Force
were involved plus in excess of 700 fighters. Berlin was the other main target
for attention. At Brunswick, 23 of the Wendling aircraft, including Henry in the
"Flying Crusader”, reached the target and dropped their bombs. However, the
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enemy was waiting and the bombers encountered a very large number of enemy
fighters, estimated at 150. The Group sustained repeated and relentless attacks
for a period of over 45 minutes. Additionally, the flak during the bomb run was
very intense. Resulting from this vigorous reaction from the enemy, the Group
sadly lost three aircraft and crews. They were: Lt D D Prell and crew from the
576th BS., Lt Lang and crew from the 578th and from the 579th, Lt C L
Felsenthal and his crew. In some cases parachutes were observed. Seven other
Wendling based B-24's received damage.

Total losses for the day amounted to 120 aircrew from the 2nd BD in 12
aircraft. Another 160 crew members were missing from the 16 B-17's that were
lost plus a further 17 pilots from the 19 fighters that were missing. Two B-17's
that ditched in the North Sea received a 100 per cent success rate from the Air
Sea Rescue Services.

Notes:

1. S/Sgt Henry Wilk was credited with a FW-190 as 'probably destroyed’ on
this Mission.

ii. 1/Lt R E Fletcher, one of the "original crews” (Crew 8-7), was flying his
30th Mission. Henry had flown with him on at least 13 of these Missions.

1i. The Fletcher crew were flying in B-24 serial 42-7478, the famous "Flying
Crusader”. This was the aircraft's 54th Mission and on completion of this
operation it broke the ETO Record for Liberator Missions from the British
Isles.

iv. The "Flying Crusader” was finally lost on 9 October 1944 when she crashed
at West Bradenham, near Wendling with the loss of one crewman. The aircraft
had one propeller feathered and was returning from a Mission to Koblenz. It
was the aircraft's 82nd sortie.

25 May 1944.

Target: Belfort. Marshalling Yards. Primary.
Pilot: Lt McCarthy.

The 392nd BG were designated two seperate targets, Belfort and a gun
emplacement in the Pas De Calais at Fecamp. Lt McCarthy and crew attacked the
Belfort target. Accompanied by 28 of the other Wendling B-24's they were part
of a total attacking force of 77 aircraft. The 392nd lead aircraft suffered some
autopilot difficulties on the bomb run. This affected synchronisation but results
were classed as 'fair’. Flak was encountered in the target area but, in spite of
damage to 7 of their Liberators, all the Wendling aircraft returned safely and
no casualties were suffered.

27 May 1944.

Target: Saarbrucken. Marshalling Yards.
Pilot: Lt McCarthy.

The 392nd had 24 B-24's airborne for this Mission. They achieved excellent
bombing results and did not encounter any enemy fighters on this, Henry's last
operational Mission. Flak was moderate and 11 aircraft were damaged but all
returned safely after a flight of over 8 hours duration.
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It sounds like a comparatively uneventful but very well deserved finale ! But
it was, in fact, a very busy and hectic day for the US 8th Air Force. They had
over 1,800 aircraft involved attacking marshalling yards and other strategic
targets in the build-up to D-Day.

Twenty four heavy bombers were lost, 234 aircrew missing, 6 killed and 13
wounded. 205 of their aircraft suffered damage. The fighter escorts lost 7 pilots
and aircraft. Two 458th BG B-24's collided during assembly off Cromer and
three B-17's collided over enemy territory.

Note:

Less than a month later, on 23 June 1944, Lt C G McCarthy's aircraft was
lost to AA fire over the target area when attacking Laon/Athies Airfield. Three
parachutes were observed before the B-24 crashed in flames. It was later
revealed that two of the crew were POW's and that four had returned to
Wendling (evaded). However, Lt McCarthy is not listed amongst this group.
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Henry thankfully completed his thirty Missions "with the help of God". He
spent a few more months at Wendling, occupying his time on 'ground’ duties.
After a lapse of fifty years it is difficult to recall precisely what these duties
were during this period but he thinks that he was attached to the anti-aircraft
gunnery unit. Henry does recall that he still received his flying pay. To be
eligible, they were required to accumulate 4 hours flying per month. Henry used
to go along to the Flight Line when they were going to take up an aircraft for
testing and would 'sign on'.

Henry returned to the US on the "Queen Mary", departing the Clyde late
evening on 5 September 1944. Joining him aboard ship was the British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill, who was bound for the second of the Quebec
Conferences. With him were the Joint Chiefs of Staff and many other VIP's.
Mr Churchill was suffering from a bout of pneumonia and there had been fears
earlier that he might not have been well enough to set sail for the Conference.
However, he was being treated with some of the then very new anti-biotic drugs
and his doctors were confident that they had the illness under control.

Early the next morning, the "Queen Mary" was gliding down the Irish
Channel, with the coast of Ireland in view. That night they passed close over a
German U-Boat - and they intercepted the enemy submarine's signal reporting
having seen them ....... !

By 7 September they were level with Cape Finisterre and turned due west,
heading straight for Halifax, Nova Scotia. Their destroyer escort left them,
leaving just one cruiser - trying hard to keep up with their speed of 28
knots !

The following day, the 8th, was a day spent travelling in the Gulf Stream
and feeling as if they were in a Turkish bath. Hot and 'clammy’.

By midday on the 10th, the "Queen Mary” had arrived at Halifax.
Immediately after lunch the British party left the ship and at 3 pm were aboard
a special train taking them to the important strategic planning Conference to be
held in Quebec. Henry and the other returning US personnel remained aboard
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ship, subsequently sailing for New York and home.

Now back in the US and after a period of well deserved and long awaited
leave, Henry was sent to Lowry Field. Colorado. Here he was involved as an
Instructor. He was then transferred to Grenada, Mississippl and was employed
moth-balling returned aircraft. With the end of the War in both Europe and the
Far East (Pacific), Henry finished his service with the USAAF on 27 September
1945,

Henry returned to his hometown of Newton Falls. Ohio and worked for
Thomas Strip Stecl in Warren, Ohio for 38 years. He retired in 1984 and along
with his wife Donna. went to live in Florida. Here they enjoy the climate, the
golf, the fishing - and the Bingo on Thursday evenings !

Henry and Donna have three children, Ellen, Patricia and Larry. They also
have four grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
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Photograph 13. S/Sgt Henry Wilk.
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Further Active Service.
T/Sgt Lester L Wagner.

Twenty two years old Lester Wagner spent seven days in Cromer Hospital
after the crash. It will be recalled that he was suffering from frost bite on his
face, feet and hands, ruptured eardrums and lacerations received from shrapnel
splinters. After receiving attention from Dr Vaughan and his staff, Lester was
transferred by ambulance to a Field Hospital. He was detained for a fortnight
before being released and sent to 8th Air Force HQ for medical evaluation.
Lester was found not fit for further flying duties and was grounded by the 8th
Air Force Flight Surgeon.

T/Sgt Lester Wagner continued to serve in the ETO as a ground based
aircraft mechanic and was transferred to the 389th BG, based at Hethel in
Norfolk. The 389th was part of the 2nd BD and was equipped with B-24's. The
Group conducted 321 Missions (14 from North Africa), lost 116 aircraft in
action and suffered another 37 other losses. They received a Distinguished Unit
Citation for their performance during the Ploesti Oilfields Mission on 1 August
1943 and one of its Officers received a Medal of Honor.

Lester returned to the US at the end of the European War, sailing aboard
the USS "Cristobal” on 30 May 1945 from Bristol. They arrived in New York
on 8 June. Initially transferred to Camp Kilmer, they were all then given 30
days well earned leave. Lester and members of the 389th were then based at
Charleston, South Carolina. After V-J Day, Lester left full-time Military Service
in September 1945.

Lester Wagner's Military career was not yet finished. In June 1949 he
joined the National Guard of Pennsylvania and became a Platoon Sergeant in the
899th Anti-Aircraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalion of the 28th Infantry
Division. During the Korean crisis his Unit was activated and was sent to Camp
Atterbury, Indiana. Lester was finally discharged from the National Guard in
June 1951.

When Lester returned to civilian life, he attended an Engineering course in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He was subsequently employed by the Martin Aircraft
Corporation in Baltimore, Maryland. Five years later, Lester joined the
Westinghouse Corporation as an Electronics Engineer and remained with them
until retirement in 1984. Two years later, Lester and his wife Mary moved to
warmer climes in Florida.

Prior to 1994, Lester was the only surviving member of the Colby Waugh
crew who was a member of the 392nd BG Memorial Association. Because of this
connection, our contact with that Association, Jim Goar, was able to quickly get
in touch with the family as soon as we had established the identity of the crew.
Jim rang only to learn from Mrs Wagner the sad news that Lester had died just
four months earlier, on 17 June 1992.......... .

Lester is survived by his wife Mary, son and daughter. There are six
grandchildren.

00000

100.



4

Q

—

(P

£

'
g e

e )

e

Photograph 14. T/Sgt Lester L Wagner.
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Further Active Service.
S/Sgt Earl J Johnson.

As with the other survivors, Gunner Earl Johnson was taken to Cromer
Hospital after the crash on 4 January 1944. Nothing is known of his injuries
except that they were not of a serious narture.

Similarly, little is known of his further service in the Air Force but he did
not resume flying duties. Earl had enlisted in the Army of the United States on
15 September 1942 and was honourably discharged on 2 October 1945.

Sadly, Earl died on 13 September 1972. His wife Mary died 20 July 1995,
after a long illness. They have two daughters, Dee living in Florida and Kay in
Ohio. Earl has a brother Ralph and a sister Joan, both of whom live in Ohio.
Mary's sister Dorothy also lives in the same State.
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Photograph 15. S/Sgt Earl J Johnson, Snettisham, England. 1944.
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The Aircraft




HHHHHH




CHAPTER 15
The B-24 Liberator

The Consolidated B-24 Liberator resulted directly from the efforts of three
men - Reuben Fleet. Isaac Laddon and David Davis. Their combined endeavours
resulted in a four engined bomber that was produced in greater numbers than
any other by the US during WWIIL. It was one that was flown by every branch
of the US Armed Forces, by numerous Allied Air Forces and was built by no
less than five different manufacturers.

The aircraft incorporated a new and radical wing design, the brainchild of
David Davis. With a wingspan of 110 feet, the chord (width) was very narrow,
giving the wing a very high 'aspect ratio' and excellent efficiency. Known as the
‘Davis Wing', it incorporated Fowler flaps, and resulted in greater speeds and
ranges than its rival, the Boeing B-17 Flving Fortress.

Another noteworthy aspect of the B-24 was the use of a tricycle
undercarriage. This was provided with a steerable nose wheel which enabled
better ground handling characteristics and a shorter take-off

An additional novel feature and unlike the B-17, the Liberator utilised bomb
bay doors that rolled up and thereby avoided the buffeting effects produced by
doors that opened into the slipstream. Later combat experience was to question
the wisdom of this design feature.

The prototype used fuel tanks which occupied the entire space within the
whole of the wing area, known as the 'wet wing' principle. However, this system
was not adopted on production models, on the insistence of the Air Corps. Self-
sealing fuel cells replaced the original concept.

The aircraft utilised twin vertical fins and rudders. The payload of 8,000 Ibs
was identical to that of the B-17.

The prototype first flew on 29 December 1939. Various changes were made
to the original design before production commenced. Amongst these were the
fitting of the more reliable 1,200 hp Pratt and Whitnev R-1830-43 engines.

The first production models were delive<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>