








THE WAR AS SEEN FROM THE AIR:
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March 24, 1944, St. Dozier: 26 plane mission, 577" leading. Command pilot was the late Gen Leon Johnson, 14
CW commander. Take-off at 0620. The primary target, an airfield at Metz, was obscured by clouds and the St.
Dozier airfield nearby was bombed as an alternative target. 312 500# bombs impacted the target, causing
extensive damage to the main shop areas of the airdrome. No enemy a/c encountered, AA fire light. All a/c
returned to base around 1400 with 2 damaged by flak.
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May 25, 1944, Belfort: A two-pronged mission with the first wave assigned gun emplacements at Fecamp and
the second the marshalling yards at Belfort. The Belfort mission, 28 ships from the 576" and 579% squadrons
with Lts George Jackson and John Rodriquez as bombardiers, took off at 0615. Bombing results were fair. No
fighters were encountered, but 7 a/c suffered flak damage. All a/c were back on the ground around 1800.

GROUP PHOTO-
INTERPRETER
SENDS PHOTOS

T/Sgt Paul Wright was the Group’s

photo-interpreter, and he recently
reached down into his foot-locker
and sent us some of his aerial pho-
tos that were shot during the
392nd’s 1943-45 visit to Europe.

The NEWS chose a few that
would reproduce best in newsprint.
There are more that the NEWS will
print in subsequent editions, some
with notorioustargets: Berlin, Ham-
burg, Kassell.

The NEWS thanks Bob Vickers
for the use of mission narratives
taken from his book, “The Libera-
tors From Wendling™

The Group’s aerial photographers
didn’t confine their efforts to strike
photos. Also included in Paul
Wright’s collection are some inter-
esting shots of a/c in flight, and
some of them are included in this

“photo essay”,
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Unidentified a/c on the March 17.
1945 mission to Miinster, dropping
through 10/10 cloud cover.

Unidentified a/c on the Jan. 1, 1945
mission to Dortmund. (Note the
snow cover on the ground).




STRIKE PHOTOS OF 1944 MISSIONS

Paul Wright
T/Sgt Paul Wright, Hq., was an
early joiner of the 392™, being as-
signed to the Group at Tucson.
He was in S-2, the Group photo-
interpreter.
After the war he finished college at
Kansas State, graduating with a
degree in architecture.
His life work was in housing design
and engineering, being the architect
and engineer in firms engaged in
factory construction of housing. He
has lived in Sedalia, MO, Denver,
CO., and Ft. Morgan, CO. August 16, 1944, Kothen: An industrial target in this suburb near Koblenz was the assigned target. 36 ships
His spouse is V. llene Wright, and take-off at 0650. The primary was visual and bombing results were excellent with 93% impacting w.ithin a 20b0
they live at 718 E. 10" St., Sedalia, foot radius of the MPI. No enemy fighters were engaged but flak was intense and accurate. All ships returned
MO 65301 They have 2 son, a around 1415 hours with 17 damaged. :

daughter, and one grandson.
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A/C #42-51958, Bar-O in the 579",
on the March 3, 1945 mission to
Magdeburg. (Note the smoke mark-
ers and the PFF equipment extended
from the belly of the a/c). It sur-
vived the war and was returned to
the US. (1t was also assigned to the
577", where it was marked S Plus.)

s August 19, 1944, Nancy-Essey Airfield: 576" and 579" squadron shared leads in this mission. 24 ships, take-
Umde.nn'ﬁed a/c on the June 29, off at 1110. All 24 ships went over the target, dropping 288 500# GP’s with very good results. No flak or
1944 mission to Magdeburg, fighters were encountered and all a/c returned safely around 1900.










More than 53 years since YE
Day. The intervening decades
may question what we actually
accomplished. True, the Nazi
tyranny was overcome, but the
Stalinist  tyranny remained,
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to find a year since 1945 when
planet Earth was peaceful. On
this year’s Memorial Day what
can we say to one another?
First, that we did our duty at a
time when it needed to be
done. It's a sober, Stoic virtue,
but that doesn’t make it any
less virtuous. Secondly, and
also sobering, we can remind
ourselves that this world is a

Chaplain’s Corner

place of tribulation (See St.
John 16:33) to each of us. VE
Day offered a breathing space
in which we prepare for new
duty, and look forward to the
gift of grace.
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AIR ANNIVERSARY
8" AF made its last attack on an

industrial target during WWII-1945
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AIR ANNIVSERSARY
Lt Col James Doolittle led 16 B-
25's on Tokyo raid-1942,
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AIR ANNIVERSARY
7™ AF B-24's made first attack on
Tarawa-1943
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5 N. Columbia St.
Frankfort, IN 46041
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THE 392nd MEMORIAL AT WENDLING

Almighty God, Wha has blessed us with the will and courage to do our duty, we praise
You for our comrades whose death kept frecdom living. We praise You also for giving
us the years we have lived since their departure. We pray that You will strengthen
and sustain our devotion to truth and justice, so that we may be faithful beneficiaries
of their sacrifice. Continue Your mercy to our comrades: keep them in Your care; and
bring us all at last into Your presence there o rejoice etermally. Amen,

-Prayer composed by s76th pilot the Very Reverend Robert C. Martin, retired Dean of

the Cathebral at Erie. Pa.

FOLDED WINGS REPORT (PLEASE REPORT ANY DEATH OF SPOUSE AS WELL AS OF MEMBER)

Name of deceased Sqdn.
Address City State Zip
Date of death Survivors:(Send copy of obit from newspaper if possible)

Reported by
Address City State Zip

[ ] Record a memorial contribution to 392nd BGMA in my name, check made out to 392nd Bomb Group Memorial Ass'n., enclosed. Send this report to
Jim Goar, 5 N. Columbia St., Frankfort, IN 46041.

AIR ANNIVERSARY AIR ANNIVERSARY AIR ANNIVERSARY
Twentieth Air Force was First two enemy aircraft shot down P-47's were first flown in combat
S activated-1944. by AEF-1918. over Western Europe-1943.
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AIR ANNIVERSARY AIR ANNIVERSARY AIR ANNIVERSARY

Bill creating the Air Force Acad-
emy signed by President
Eisenhower-1954.

German jets shot down 10 Amer-
ican bombers near Berlin. The Get-
mans lost 20 Me 262 jets-1945.

Army’s first permanent flying
school established at College Park,
Md.-1911.
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But we..shall be
remembered;
We few,
we happy few,
we band of
brothers:;

For he to-day
that sheos his
blood with mie

Shall be
my brother...

Willlam Shakespeare
Heniry V

Folded Wings

Joe C. Johnson, 577, Nov. 14, 1997
Don Fehrenbacher, 577, 12/13/97
Francis Kane, 578, Jan. 2, 1994
Roy Lotterhos, 579, Jan. 24, 1998
James M. Rohe, August, 1997
Col Myron Keilman, 579, 2/14/98
Peter J. Borracini
Arthur H. Jensen, 578, 3/11/98
Earl R. Mann, 578, Apr.2, 1998
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